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Woolmer Hill School  

Behaviour Policy 2020 Covid-19 Addendum 

The principles as set out in the Woolmer Hill School Behaviour Policy remain and should 

continue to be followed. This addendum is not to be used as a standalone document and 

should be read in conjunction with the existing policy. It sets out the expectations of Woolmer 

Hill School in light of the Covid-19 pandemic and the need for children to behave differently 
when they return to school. It describes the new systems in place and how students will be 

supported to adhere to them.  

This addendum follows the advice and guidelines provided by the DFE and Surrey County 

Council. 

On return to school we expect all students to be aware of their responsibility to protect 

fellow students and staff.  All behaviours set out below are based on Woolmer Hill School’s 

COVID-19 Safeguarding Policy Addendum and the information set out in the following 

government guidance:  

- Opening schools and educational settings to more students from 1 June: guidance for parents 

and carers;  

- Coronavirus (COVID-19): implementing protective measures in education and childcare 

settings;  

- Actions for education and childcare settings to prepare for wider opening from 1 June 2020 

- COVID-19: guidance on supporting children and young people’s mental health and wellbeing 

- Safe working in education, childcare and children’s social care 

- Supporting children and young people with SEND as schools and colleges prepare for wider 

opening 

In order to ensure that we do our bit to control the virus it is imperative that students follow 

these three simple steps:  

1. Wash your hands – alcohol gel is great but it is much more effective for you to wash 

your hands for a minimum of 20 seconds on a regular basis 

2. Socially distance – it will be really exciting to see some of your friends again for the 

first time in months, but you MUST maintain your year group bubble and avoid other 

year groups 

3. Be vigilant – if you feel ill, or notice than anyone feels under the weather, then you 

must alert a staff member.  Make sure that you do everything you can to avoid 

spreading disease. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-educational-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020/actions-for-education-and-childcare-settings-to-prepare-for-wider-opening-from-1-june-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-send-risk-assessment-guidance
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All students must: 

 follow any altered routines for arrival or departure 

 follow school instructions on hygiene, such as handwashing and sanitising 

 follow instructions on who students can socialise with at school and maintain year group 

bubbles 

 move around the school as per specific instructions (for example, one-way systems, out of 

bounds areas, queuing) 

 follow “catch it bin it kill it” guidance when sneezing, or coughing and avoiding touching 

your mouth, nose and eyes with hands 

 tell an adult if they are experiencing symptoms of coronavirus 

 closely follow rules about not sharing any equipment or other items including drinking 

bottles 

 adhere to expectations about breaks or play times, including where students may or may 

not play 

 follow instructions about the use of toilets 

 avoid physical contact 

 not cough, or spit at, or towards, any other person 

 follow clear rules for students at home about conduct in relation to remote education 

 understand that rewards and sanctions will continue to be issued according to the 

behaviour policy 

 

All students will be supported in the following ways: 

 Throughout the school there will be signs/posters/visual prompts to remind students and 

staff of the new safety measures in place that must be followed.  

 All adults will explain new routines sensitively and help students to feel safe and reassured 

by the rules in place. 

 The new routines and expectations will be explained and repeated by the students’ teacher 

every day and throughout the day. This will reassure all students and particularly the most 

anxious. 

 All adults will explain hygiene rules sensitively every day and provide reminders 

throughout the day. 

 School staff will pay particular regard to families and students who are classified as clinically 

vulnerable so that appropriate additional support is put in place to reduce anxiety as 

appropriate to the circumstance. 

 All our usual systems for affirming our students’ good behaviours will continue, with a 

particular focus on ‘Staying Alert’ and ‘Being Kind’ behaviours which will fall under ‘Proud 

to Belong’ in our rewards system. 

 For students who are not managing to follow our school expectations we will use the 

following guide (this list is not exhaustive but gives examples of the types of behaviours 

and sanctions that may be used): 
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Level Example of Behaviour Sanction 

Low level - Going outside of the proscribed year 

group bubble zones 

- Forgetting to wash hands or use alcohol 

gel 

Verbal warning on first 

occasion.   

Repeated incidents will be seen 

as purposeful disobedience. 

Mid-Level - Physical contact with another person 

- Misuse of alcohol gel 

Removal from room for 

conversation with SLT 

member. 

Parents will be informed 

High Level - Purposefully disobeying staff instructions 

in regard to Covid related health and 

safety 

- Refusal to wash hands or follow other 

health and safety instructions 

Inclusion or similar sanction 

Extreme 

Level 

- Rudeness and defiance when asked to 

follow health and safety guidelines 

- Spitting at or coughing over another 

person 

Serious sanctions considered 

e.g. exclusion 

 

 If, despite all appropriate support and guidance, a student repeatedly breaks our 

current safety rules, the headteacher may, as a last resort, consider alternative 

arrangements or exclude a student either for a fixed period or permanently. 

 Please remember that the Woolmer Hill School Behaviour Policy is still in place 

and will be used in conjunction with this addendum. 

 

Support for students who have additional or special educational needs: 

 Students will have their individual support plan/proactive behaviour plan/risk 

assessment reviewed in light of the new circumstances.  

 If there are concerns that appropriate support is not possible during this period, 

despite our best endeavours, a meeting will be held with parents (and relevant external 

professionals) to discuss next steps and what additional adaptations may be possible 

to ensure the student can manage his/her behaviour safely. 
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Positive Touch and Physical Intervention 

 

There may be a time when a student’s behaviour requires staff to use physical intervention to 

ensure the students’ own safety, the safety of other students and staff, or ensure that property 

is not seriously damaged. The emphasis is always on de-escalation, reducing triggers and early 

intervention to manage any risk. 

 

Woolmer Hill School will be guided by the following principles in these circumstances, in 

line with the advice from the Surrey Accredited Training Centre: 

 

• Given the current pandemic, staff will also need to consider the possible risk of infection 

if they physically intervene, contrasted with the possible risks of infection should they not 

intervene.  

• Any decisions made should be in accordance with Public Health and Government 

guidelines on Covid-19.  

• When deciding to use restrictive interventions, any such restriction must be a last resort, 

reasonable, and proportionate action.   

• Staff need to ensure their decisions consider the risks of doing something contrasted with 

the risks of doing nothing. 

• Schools should continue to explore non-restrictive alternatives that maximise safety and 

minimise harm at the point of risk behaviour. 

• At the heart of all decisions is our desire to maintain the Care, Welfare, Safety and Security 

of everyone, staff as well as students. 

 

 

Detentions 

 

Detentions will still run during this period and will operate as follows: 

- All detentions will take place in the Gym 

- Areas of the gym will be marked out for specific year groups and tables will be 

disinfected after each detention 

- Detentions will take place after school on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday 

o Year 11 and 10 detentions will run from 14.40-15.25 

o Year 9 detentions will run from 14.50-15.35 

o Year 8 Detentions will run from 14.55-15.40 

o Year 7 detentions will run from 15.00-15.30 

 

 

Inclusion 

 

Inclusion will continue to run during this period and will take place in the school Gym utilising 

the bubbled areas for Detentions.  If the Gym is unavailable then free classrooms will be used.  

Inclusion will last for 6 periods from the point at which a student enters inclusion and will 

incorporate an after school detention. 

 

Updated Sep 2020 


