
YEAR 10 PARENT 

INFORMATION EVENING

Wednesday 14th September 2022



Welcome

Mr P Barraud

Deputy Headteacher



AGENDA

1. Updates Mr Barraud

2. Working in Partnership Mr Barraud

3. Supporting your Child Mr Watkins



UPDATES

Huge investment in the learning environment

GCSE results 2022 – AMAZING!

Oversubscribed

Building plans 





Working in Partnership

Mr P Barraud

Deputy Headteacher



WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP - STUDENTS

PROUD TO BELONG

PROUD TO ACHIEVE



• Return to a routine, including ‘down time’ at 

home.

• Keeping on top of home learning.

• Taking good quality notes in class and asking for 

help when necessary.

• Being fully equipped and ready to learn.

• Ensuring attendance is good.

A STRONG START TO SEP 2022



THE ‘FORGETTING CURVE’  
Hermann Ebbinghaus

Memory retention declines if

there is no attempt to retain it

Effective revision strengthens

neural connections in your

brain improving memory

In other words, revision is

‘retrieval practice’



PRACTISING RECALL

• Students are advised to 

use flashcards and 

knowledge organisers to 

practise active revision 

every day. Find a portfolio 

of strategies that work 

for you.

• Interleaving questions 

from previous topics 

strengthens the memory 

curve.

• Designing simple retrieval 

questions on flashcards 

makes it easier for 

parents to test.



WHAT IS YOUR 

MINDSET?

• Do you embrace challenge?

• Do you value effort?

• How do you respond to setbacks?

• How do you use feedback?

• Are you inspired by the success of 

others?



RESILIENCE

GCSEs can be an inherently stressful time.

Some factors which promote resilience: 

• Positivity and optimism

• Attempt/ challenge an issue, rather than 

assuming you can’t do it.

• Manage your emotions

• Control the “controllables”

• Support from parents/families



WELLBEING

• Encourage your child to plan time to be 

with family and friends. 

• It is important to get a healthy balance 

between working and down time –

extracurricular clubs, sports teams, 

socialising etc.

• A healthy lifestyle, eating well and getting 

plenty of sleep makes your child a more 

effective learner.



WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP - PARENTS

1. A role model to your children

2. Show you care, take an interest in their school day

3. Parent, not friend

4. Enforce bed time

5. Feed healthily

6. Get students to school, on time

7. Work with us



Mr Watkins

Associate SLT

Head of Year 10

Miss Fry

Senior Welfare 

Officer

Mental Health Lead

Deputy DSL

Mrs Worsell

Head of Year 9 

Careers Lead

Deputy DSL

Miss Everritt,

Assistant 

Headteacher 

SENDCo and 

Inclusion

Miss Jones

Senior 

Engagement 

Leader

Mrs Tyrrell 

Welfare Officer 

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP – KEY STAFF

Ms Chortok 

Head of English

Ms Collins

Head of 

Humanities 

Mrs de Gruchy 

Head of PSHE

Mr Cook 

Science

Mrs Preston 

Art

Miss Smallwood-

Conway 

PE and D of E 

Manager



WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP – OTHER 
SUPPORT



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD 

AT WOOLMER HILL SCHOOL

Mr S Watkins

Head of  Year 10

Associate SLT



Week of 28th November 2022 Reports to Parents

Week of 28th November 2022 Parents' Evening

Week of 6th March 2023 Reports to Parents

18th - 28th April 2023 Year 10 Examinations

Week of 22nd May 2023 Reports to Parents

Thursday 8th June 2023 Parents' Evening

10th - 14th July 2023 Work Experience

KEY DATES 2022-23



Home learning reinforces and extends classroom learning and helps your child practise 

important study skills. It also helps them develop a sense of responsibility and a work ethic 

that will benefit them beyond the classroom.

• You can help by creating an effective study environment. Any well-lit, comfortable, and 

quiet workspace with the necessary supplies will do. 

• Avoiding distractions (like a TV in the background) and setting up a start and end time 

can also help.

• A good rule of thumb for an effective home learning and/or study period is roughly 60 

to 90 minutes per evening. If you find that it's often taking significantly longer than this 

guideline, talk with your child's teacher.

• While your child does home learning, be available to interpret instructions, offer 

guidance, answer questions, and review the completed work. 

• Seneca

• Educake

Install the Google Classroom 

app on your phone.

Ensure you have set your 

Guardian rights so that you 

can view what has been set, 

and what is due.

SUPPORTING HOME LEARNING



A nutritious breakfast fuels up children and gets them ready for the day. 

• Woolmer Hill School provides nutritious breakfast options before the first bell, in our Dining 

Room.

Children also need the right amount of sleep to be alert and ready to learn all day

• Most school-age children  need 10 to 12 hours of sleep a night. Homework, sports, after-

school activities, TVs, computers, and video games, as well as hectic family schedules, can 

contribute to children not getting enough sleep.

• Lack of sleep can cause irritable or hyperactive behaviour and might make it hard for children 

to pay enough attention in class. It's important to have a consistent bedtime routine, 

especially on school nights. 

• Be sure to leave enough time before bed to allow your child to unwind before lights out and 

limit stimulating diversions like TV, video games, and Internet access.

SENDING YOUR CHILD READY TO LEARN



When children are organised, they can stay focused instead of spending time hunting things down and 

getting side-tracked.

• For schoolwork, it means making use of their Planner to keep track of homework and deadlines. 

More detailed task instructions are found on Google Classroom.

• Check your child's Planner and Google Classroom every school night so you're familiar with 

assignments and your child doesn't fall behind.

• Talk to your child about keeping his or her home learning desk tidy. Teach your child how to use a 

calendar or their  planner to help stay organised.

• It's also helpful to teach your child how to make a to-do list to help prioritise and get things done. It 

can be as simple as: 1. Home learning

2. family time

3. Xbox

4. put clothes away

• No one is born with great organisational skills — they need to be learned and practised.

ORGANISATION SKILLS



Sick children should stay home from school if they have a 

fever, are vomiting, or have diarrhoea. 

• Students very occasionally want to stay home from 

school because of problems with classmates, assignments 

or grades, or even teachers. This can result in real 

symptoms, like headaches or stomach aches.

• If you think there's a problem at school, talk with your 

child, to find out more about what's causing the anxiety. 

The Welfare Team are again here to help.

• If your child is missing a lot of school due to illness, make 

sure to check with teachers about any work that needs 

to be completed. 

• Punctuality is vital. Arriving late  means having to catch up 

with class work and can be stressful and interfere with 

learning.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS



Woolmer Hill has a very smart uniform, including a blazer with our 

emblem. It is very important that students maintain a smart 

appearance and show their pride in belonging to Woolmer Hill. 

Students require a coat for journeys to & from and around school, 

particularly when inclement weather is forecast.

It is not conducive to learning when students are soaked through or 

overly cold and therefore unable to give full focus to their learning in 

the classroom.

APPROPRIATE DRESS



Proud to Belong Cards

• Hugely well received by 

students

• Great numbers already on 

second, even third card.

• Staff are amazed at the 

transformation of an 

already impressive student 

body.

• There have been less than 

a handful of students 

needing more work, staff 

are working to support 

this.



Talk to your child about what's going on in lessons and the latest news at school. 

• Are you familiar with current topics - what are they learning in Geography? Which 

authors are they discussing in English?

• Make yourself familiar with curriculum, exam papers and mark schemes!

• Make time to talk with your child every day, so he or she knows that what goes on 

at school is important to you. When kids know parents are interested in their 

academic lives, they'll take school seriously as well.

• Communication is a two-way street, the way you talk and listen to your child can 

influence how well your child listens and responds. It's important to listen carefully, 

make eye contact, and avoid multitasking while you talk. Be sure to ask questions 

that go beyond "yes" or "no" answers.

MAKE TIME TO TALK ABOUT SCHOOL



WHAT’S YOUR WHY?

Intrinsic motivation is a key driver when it comes to staying disciplined 

and focussed with your revision. Having an underlying reason why you 

want to succeed will help you develop and sustain good revision habits. 

Such reasons shared by Year 11 include:

• To make parents / gran / family proud of me.

• Personal pride in my achievements / satisfaction in knowing I did my 

best.

• To have a good life / happiness / opportunities and success when I 

am older / achieve great things.

• To get into college (and University) on the course I want.

• To prove doubters wrong / exceed expectations of others.

• To have a specific job / career. 

• To inspire other people / be a role model to siblings.



Thank You


