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YEAR 10 GCSE - A New Beginning 

Realising your ambitions – raising your achievements 

 

At Woolmer Hill School we believe that success comes from engaging with learning and making  

the most of the opportunities available to all our students. The outcome of the next two  

years at Woolmer Hill School will really shape your child’s future and we are committed  

to providing a high standard of education allowing our students to not only reach but  

exceed their ambitions. 

We also believe that success comes by working in partnership with students and parents through  

forming mutually supportive relationships, ensuring each and every student understands what they  

can achieve and how they can take an active role in developing their skills and knowledge. 

This booklet provides an overview of Year 10, including subject specific information  

and what to expect during the year and how as a parent you can continue to support  

your child to maximise their success in their GCSEs. 

I do hope this information is useful and informative and please do not hesitate to  

contact the school if there is anything else we can do to help make sure your child 

makes the most of their time here. 

Mr Simon Watkins 

Head of Year 10  



Parental involvement is up to 8 times more influential in a child’s success than any other factor! 

The good news is that you don’t have to become an expert in every subject that your child   

studies. 

No student can take in all that they need to the first time they learn anything – revision is vital 

for everybody.  

 Make sure your son/daughter has the basic equipment each day e.g. stationery essentials 

plus spares and their planner (you will need to check repeatedly).  

 Attendance at school is essential to success.  Please ensure that your son /daughter attends 

school unless their condition is serious enough to prevent them. (Minor sniffles should not 

be a reason to stay at home). 

 Your son/daughter should have an undisturbed space at home in which to work. 

 Insist on a sensible study and revision routine but be flexible where necessary. 

 Talk to your child about how you can support them and what they would find helpful 

 Be sensitive to the pressure that your child is feeling; let them know that occasionally it is 

necessary to have an unscheduled break.  Remind them of all the good work that they have 

done and will continue to do. 

 Invest in the correct revision guides; they are worth it. 

 If in doubt use the staff contacts (in this booklet) to clarify - we’ll be happy to help. (You 

can also access records via the parent portal). 

ADVICE FOR PARENTS & CARERS 



STUDY ADVICE FOR STUDENTS 

 Get into a sensible study routine - make it become a habit not a chore. 

 Stay focussed in lessons - give yourself the chance to understand topics the first time round. 

 Be organised; make sure you know your deadlines. 

 Bring the right equipment to school every day. Keep all relevant paper, pens etc. in one place at 

home so you don’t waste time looking for them. 

 Check your class work regularly to ensure you can still read and understand it. 

 Manage your time well - leave enough time for coursework, controlled assessments, revision, 

your part-time job, sports or other commitments … even a social life!  

NB your social life must be in a sensible proportion. 

 Be POSITIVE. Say to yourself “Every day I am making progress”. 

 Leave time to unwind before you go to bed and get plenty of sleep! 

 Focus on your own progress - don’t compare yourself to others.  

 Ask for help when you need to.  Everyone needs help at some point, so just ask when you need 

it. 

Revision rules – dos and don’ts 

 Do read the subject specification and download past exam papers and even examiner reports; 

you need to know what to expect and tips and tricks on how to obtain strong marks.. 

 Do set up a revision timetable and share it with your family. If you need help setting a revision 

timetable up, visit  https://getrevising.co.uk 

 Do have clear and specific goals for each revision session – stick to the advice about timings. It 

will work. 

 Do get into the habit of following your revision plan – even if you don’t feel like it!  

 Always make a start, 20 minutes is better than nothing. 

 Beware of ‘procrastination’ e.g. that sudden impulse to tidy your room and avoid studying. 

 Do start your revision early – avoid last minute stress. 

 Do use the correct revision guide and SENECA for each subject. 

 Don’t waste time struggling. Just note down the difficult stuff and ask your teachers for help. 

 Don’t be influenced by friends who talk about how little they’re doing; your results don’t matter 

to them but they are crucial for you! 

 Finally give yourself a small reward - time online, text your mates, watch TV, play Xbox etc – 

but only when you've finished!  

https://getrevising.co.uk


Why is Revision Important? 

The ‘Forgetting Curve’ developed by Hermann Ebbinghaus shows the decline of memory retention after 

something is initially learned, if there is no attempt to retain it 

Effective revision strengthens neural connections in your brain. By revisiting learned content, making 

links and trying to apply that knowledge, memory retention is improved 

Revision improves memory and helps unlock information when you need it. In other words, revision is 

‘retrieval practice’ 

What’s your ‘why’? 

Intrinsic motivation is a key driver when it comes to staying disciplined and focussed with your revision. 

Having an underlying reason why you want to succeed will help you develop and sustain good revision 

habits. Such reasons shared by students include: 

To get good grades 

To make parents / gran / family proud of me 

Personal pride in my achievements / satisfaction in knowing I did my best 

To have a good life / happiness / opportunities and success when I am older / achieve great things 

For reward: Financial / praise / certificates 

To get into college (and University) on the course I want 

To prove I can do it / prove doubters wrong / exceed expectations of others 

To have a specific job / career 

To inspire other people / be a role model to siblings 

 

Having a strong ‘why?’ will keep you focussed and motivated 



How to…Revision Strategy 

  

Gather 

  

  

Filter 

  

Learn 

  

Test 

10% of your time 

  

30% of your time 40% of your time 20% of your time 

You will need: 

Class books / notes 

Text books 

Revision guides 

Previous revision notes / 

resources 

Previous tests / exams 

Revision websites 

Old exam papers / mark 

schemes 

Model answers 

  

Most can be found on the 

Y11 USB stick. 

  

Before you start, rank the 

topics you need to cover 

from most to least confi-

dent. Begin with topics low-

est on the list. 

  

Read through and become 

familiar with the infor-

mation you need to know in 

order to be successful. 

  

Identify any areas of 

knowledge you have miss-

ing. 

  

Reduce the amount of in-

formation you have down 

to the essential knowledge 

you will need. 

  

You could do this by: 

  

Creating flash cards or 

mind maps. 

  

Creating summary sheets 

similar to notes in a revi-

sion guide that contain all 

the essential information. 

  

Identify some likely exam 

questions and write 

“perfect” exam answers 

from your notes. 

  

  

Use a range of strategies that 

work best for you. 

  

Use these strategies to learn 

the information so that you 

can recall it easily: 

  

Look/cover/write/check 

  

Read and repeat information 

for 2-3 minutes, do something 

different for 10 minutes and 

then try to recreate from 

memory. 

  

Complete exam questions 

and then go back and self-

mark with the mark scheme. 

Fill in the gaps in a different 

colour pen. Revise the bits 

you missed again. 

As you approach your   

exam date you should be 

spending more and more 

time on the testing phase 

and making the tests more 

challenging. 

  

Low Stakes Testing 

Quick quizzes which test 

small pieces of knowledge. 

This works well for simple 

facts, dates, quotes, key 

words or important formu-

lae. You must complete 

some low stakes testing 

within 24 hours of revising 

a topic to anchor learning 

in your memory. 

  

High Stakes Testing 

These are longer exam 

style questions which apply 

knowledge as you would 

have to in an exam. These 

should be completed within 

48-72 hours of revising a 

topic and then repeated 

regularly to keep your revi-

sion “fresh”. 

  

Gathering helps you 

get organised but IS 

NOT REVISION, don’t 

spend ages on this 

stage. 

Copying out information word for word IS NOT 

filtering or learning. 

Testing MUST be in 

silence. No support. 

Timed. 



1 De-clutter. Spring clean all your files and class notes to simplify the revision process. This will 

allow you to focus on what is important. 

  
2 Check the subject specification. Make sure you know which topics will be examined in each 

paper and how much they are worth? 

  
3 Focus on your weaker areas and how to improve them. Ask your teacher if you are not 

sure. This will allow you to prioritise your revision. 

  
4 Cue cards or index cards. Summarise key information / terms. Write a question on one side 

of the card and the answer on the other side. Pick a card and test yourself. 

 
5 Mind maps. A great way to link topics together. The subject is in the middle of the mind map 

and the surrounding branches can be used for different sub headings / key ideas. 

6 Test and re-test using: Look, cover, write, check. Test yourself on how much you can remem-

ber. While you are doing this practise your hand-writing at speed. 

7 Exam Questions. Practice applying your subject knowledge and exam technique. Remember 

to check the mark scheme so you know how many marks you would achieve for each answer. 

You should also read previous examiners’ reports to see what was effective / not effective in 

previous years. These resources can be found on exam board websites for free. 

8 

  
Get on-line: Videos and Apps. Refer to videos on the internet which explain key content 

such as Primrose Kitten for science tutorials. Popular Apps include Memrise and Quizlet which 

are linked to GCSE exam board specifications. Don’t forget SENECA, SAM learning or revision 

podcasts. 
9 Post it notes. Use post its to record key words or facts. Stick the post it notes around your 

house where you will see them regularly. 

10 Posters. Use A4 or A3 paper to record key content. Stick posters up around your home 

where you will see them regularly. Remember to include key terms, pictures and diagrams, not 

all writing. 

11 Key word log. As you complete each topic keep a record of key words and definitions. When 

you revise you can look back through the log to ensure you impress the examiner. 

12 Peer testing. If you and your friends are revising the same topic, test each other. Your subject 

knowledge may be stronger in different topics so you can support each other. 

13 Teach someone. We remember 5% of what we hear, 10% of what we see, 20% of what we 

discuss, 50% by doing and 90% by explaining to others. 

14 Diagrams and flow charts. For example, showing the route of blood through the heart or 

the formation of a geographical feature. 

15 Reading out loud / recording yourself and playing it back. Read information out loud 

several times. Then try to recall the information without looking. Both work well in languages. 

15 Revision Strategies 



 

Command words 

 

Command words are the words and phrases used in exams and other assessment tasks that tell 

students how they should answer the question. 

Analyse 

Break down the content of a topic, or issue, into its constituent elements in order to provide an 

in-depth account and convey an understanding of it. 

Annotate 

Add to a diagram, image or graphic a number of words that describe and/or explain features,    

rather than just identify them (which is labelling). 

Assess 

Consider several options or arguments and weigh them up so as to come to a conclusion about 

their effectiveness or validity. 

Calculate 

Work out the value of something. 

Critically 

Often occurs before ‘Assess’ or ‘Evaluate’ inviting an examination of an issue from the point of 

view of a critic with a particular focus on the strengths and weaknesses of the points of view being 

expressed. 

Define … What is meant by … 

State the precise meaning of an idea or concept. There is usually a low tariff of marks for this. 

Describe 

Give an account in words of a phenomenon which may be an entity, an event, a feature, a pattern, 

a distribution or a process. For example, if describing a landform say what it looks like, give some 
indication of size or scale, what it is made of, and where it is in relation to something else (field 

relationship). 

Form and express a view as to the merit or validity of a view or statement after examining the 

evidence available and/or different sides of an argument. 

Command Words 



Discuss 

Set out both sides of an argument (for and against), and come to a conclusion related to the con-

tent and emphasis of the discussion. There should be some evidence of balance, though not neces-

sarily of equal weighting. 

Evaluate 

Consider several options, ideas or arguments and come to a conclusion about their importance/

success/worth. 

Examine 

Consider carefully and provide a detailed account of the indicated topic. 

Explain ...Why… Suggest reasons for ... 

Set out the causes of a phenomenon and/or the factors which influence its form/nature. This usual-

ly requires an understanding of processes. Explanation is a higher-level skill than description and 

this is often reflected in its greater mark weighting. 

Interpret 

Ascribe meaning. 

Justify 

Give reasons for the validity of a view or idea why some action should be undertaken. This might 

reasonably involve discussing and discounting alternative views or actions. Each of the views pre-

sent or options available will have positives and negatives. For the outcome(s) chosen, the positives 

outweigh the negatives. Students should be able to explain all of this review process. 

Outline … Summarise ... 

Provide a brief account of relevant information. 

To what extent … 

Form and express a view as to the merit or validity of a view or statement after examining the evi-

dence available and/or different sides of an argument. 



 

Think positively! 

 Believe in yourself. 

 Use positive affirmations – I can do this, 

I know my subject, I am calm. 

Manage your revision time 

 Be prepared by revising well. Plan your 

revision on your exam timetable – 

don’t put off your most difficult subject 

until last! 

 Recognise when you are at your most 

alert and use that time to revise. 

 Give yourself mini-goals and reward 

yourself for working hard. 

Take care of yourself 

 Drink plenty of water so you don’t get 

dehydrated. 

 Try to exercise every day to work off 

excess adrenalin. 

 Work daily on relaxation. 

 Get enough sleep.  

SURVIVING EXAMS 



ESSENTIAL CONTACTS 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Student Support 

Mr S Watkins Head of Year 10   swatkins@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk   

Miss L Everritt SENDCo    leverritt@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Miss E Jones Senior Engagement Leader   ejones@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Miss G Fry Senior Welfare Officer   gfry@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs L Harvey Attendance Officer    lharvey@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

 

Head of Departments / Lead Teachers 

Mr P Barraud Sociology teacher   pbarraud@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Miss M Barber Computing teacher   mbarber@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr P Brown Head of Mathematics   pbrown@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Ms I Chortok Head of English   ichortok@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Ms D Collins Head of Humanities and History   dcollins@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Dr H Elliott Head of Science   helliott@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs G Everson Head of DT   geverson@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs L Hawkswell Head of Geography    lhawkswell@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr M Nash Head of Music    mnash@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr O Chippendale Head of PE   ochippendale@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Miss L Reynolds Head of Languages    lreynolds@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs A Tidman Head of Drama   atidman@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr C Walker Economics Teacher   cwalker@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr S Williams Business teacher   swilliams@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Miss A Whitaker Head of RE   awhitaker@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs S White  Head of Art    swhite@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk  

 

Exams Officer 

Mrs F Ravaux Examinations Officer  fravaux@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 



ESSENTIAL CONTACTS 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

Tutors 

Ms I Chortok Tutor 10 ICH ichortok@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Ms D Collins Tutor 10 DCL dcollins@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mr C Cook Tutor 10 CCO  ccook@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs C Molloy Tutor 10 CMO cmolloy@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Miss Smallwood-Conway Tutor 10 MSM msmallwoodconway@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 

Mrs R Preston Tutor 10 RPR rpreston@woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk 



AQA GCSE English Language and Literature 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 

Examination information 

In this subject we prepare for four written exams: 

English Language Paper 1:        Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing 

English Language Paper 2        Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives 

English Literature Paper 1      Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel 

English Literature Paper 2        Modern texts and poetry 

Key for exam success 

• Read broadsheet newspapers and magazines 

regularly.  

• Make character cards to revise literary 

texts that you have studied (Animal Farm, 

Blood Brothers, Romeo and Juliet, A Christmas 

Carol). 

• Make a list of key quotations from the 

above texts. Memorise as many as you can. 

• Mind maps – key themes from poetry, plays 

and novels. 

• Design a poster containing all key vocabulary on writing to explain, describe, persuade and ar-

gue. 

• Read as much as possible to increase your vocabulary. 

• Write a paragraph of descriptive writing as often as you can. Compete with friends to see how 

much unusual vocabulary you can include. 

• Work through the specimen papers which are available from your teachers. 

• Visual learners – draw pictures alongside your poems; symbols which go with themes. 
• Draw a timeline of events in Animal Farm, Blood Brothers, Romeo and Juliet, A Christmas Carol. 

• Colour code your notes with highlighters. 

• Attend revision/booster sessions. 

Useful resources 

BBC Bitesize website 

Revision guides https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english?

sort=best_selling&quantity=36&page=1&view=grid&currentFilter=ExamBoard_140&filter_exam%

20board=ExamBoard_140 

CGP: Romeo and Juliet Revision Question Cards – ISBN 9781789083460 

GCP : Macbeth Revision Question Cards -  ISBN: 9781789083453 

CGP: Power and Conflict Revision Question 

Cards – ISBN 9781789083699 

CGP: A Christmas Carol Revision Question 

Cards – ISBN 9781789083484 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english?sort=best_selling&quantity=36&page=1&view=grid&currentFilter=ExamBoard_140&filter_exam%20board=ExamBoard_140
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english?sort=best_selling&quantity=36&page=1&view=grid&currentFilter=ExamBoard_140&filter_exam%20board=ExamBoard_140
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/english?sort=best_selling&quantity=36&page=1&view=grid&currentFilter=ExamBoard_140&filter_exam%20board=ExamBoard_140


Edexcel GCSE Mathematics  

Examination Information 

You will be taking Edexcel Mathematics GCSE in May/June 2024. 

The qualification consists of three equally-weighted written examination papers at either Foundation 

tier (grades 1-5) or Higher tier (grades 4-9).  

• Paper 1 is a non-calculator assessment, a calculator is allowed for Paper 2 and Paper 3. 

• Each paper is 1 hour and 30 minutes long and has 80 marks. 

• The content outlined for each tier will be assessed across all three papers. 

• Each paper has a range of question types; some questions will be set in both mathematical and 

non-mathematical contexts. 

 

Key for exam success 

• Have the correct equipment with you for lessons and examinations; a geometry set and 

scientific calculator is needed. 

• Ensure you know how to use the different functions, like powers and roots, pi, standard form 

and trigonometry, on your calculator. 

• Know which formulae appear on your exam paper and which ones you need to learn. 

• Show all working in calculations and answers in classwork, homework and examinations. 

• Round answers to the appropriate degree of accuracy; read the question carefully. 

• Use the ‘one mark per minute’ guide in the examination to give yourself enough time to answer 

questions fully and check through your work. 

• Target your revision to those topics you know you need to improve; a revision guide and the 

suggested websites can support you with this. 

• Come to after-school support sessions for focussed topic revision and exam technique practice. 

 

Useful websites for revision, tutorials, practice questions and papers: 

• https://sites.google.com/woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk/gcsemathsrevision/home 

• https://hegartymaths.com/ 

• https://corbettmaths.com  

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb 

https://sites.google.com/woolmerhill.surrey.sch.uk/gcsemathsrevision/home
https://hegartymaths.com/
https://corbettmaths.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/z9p3mnb


AQA GCSE Combined Science  
and Triple Science 

Assessment information: 

AQA Trilogy programme leading to a double award of 2 GCSEs in Science.  

• 6  exams across Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Summer Year 11) 

• 2 Biology written papers  (1hr 15mins each)  

• 2 Chemistry written papers (1hr 15mins each) 

• 2 Physics written papers (1hr 15mins each) 

 

AQA Triple Science* programme leading to 3 GCSEs, 1 GCSE in each of Biology, 

Physics and Chemistry 

• 6  exams across Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Summer Year 11) 

• Biology with 2 written papers  (1hr 45mins each) 

• Chemistry with 2 written papers  (1hr 45 mins each) 

• Physics with 2 written papers  (1hr 45 mins each) 

*There is approximately 30% more subject content in the AQA Triple Science        

programme.  

Key for exam success: 

• Get a revision guide for the exams you are doing (check with your teacher to ensure you purchase 

the correct one) 

• Come to all Science revision sessions  

• Ensure you use & understand key scientific words. (start to build up a bank of them from day 1) 

• Go over your work after every lesson to ensure you understand everything before the next lesson 

• Ask questions to make the fastest progress—getting help when you need it.  

• Read around the subject and take an interest in science in the media.—prepare for those applied 

questions 

• Source your own AQA practice questions and LEARN mark schemes. 

• Communicate with your teachers and get help as soon as you need it.  

• Attempt every question in every exam throughout your GCSE programme.    

 

 Useful Resources  

• https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv 

• www.Skool.com  

• https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCBgvmal8AR4QIK2e0EfJwaA 

• Download the CGP Revision Apps to your phone/tablet: 

£1.49 each 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zrkw2hv
http://www.Skool.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBgvmal8AR4QIK2e0EfJwaA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBgvmal8AR4QIK2e0EfJwaA


AQA GCSE Art, Craft & Design 

UNIT 1 Portfolio of work = 60% must include more than one project of study.  

UNIT 2 Externally set assessment = 40% preparation time plus 10 hours to complete final piece. 

 

Assessment information 

Unit 1 

All students’ art work from the start of Year 10 until the end of the Autumn Term of Year 11 is assessed as 

Unit 1 Coursework.  The mock exam undertaken in the Autumn Term of Year 11, whilst being assessed as an 

internal exam is part of Unit 1 Coursework. 

 

Unit 2  

The exam paper (ESA) is released in the first week of the Spring Term.  Students spend the term creating 

development work in their sketchbooks and will complete the term producing a final outcome during two five 

hour controlled assessments at the end of the Spring Term. 

 

Key for success 

Students have a handbook with a breakdown of the different Assessment Objectives and appropriate tasks to 

produce a successful project.  In the back of each handbook is one homework each week to support this 

process.  Home learning – minimum requirement of 2 hours per week. 

 

Keeping on top of the work in sketchbooks is important.  Little and often is the key to success. 

 

Useful resources: 

• Individual tutorials run by Mrs White that highlight a student’s strengths and supports areas for 

development. Make an appointment. 

• BBC GCSE Bitesize Art and Design https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j 

• Gallery visits, internet research and use of online gallery educational resources. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6hs34j


EDUQAS Hospitality & Catering 

Exam Information: 

Unit 1:  

The Hospitality and Catering Industry 

Written Paper 40% end of Year 11 

90mins 

 

Unit 2:  

Hospitality and Catering in Action 

Coursework 12 hours and including 3 1/2 hour practical exam 60% 

 

Exam Theory subjects: 

L1 Hospitality and catering provision  

1.1.1 Hospitality and Catering providers 

1.1.2 Working in the hospitality and catering industry 

1.1.3 Working conditions in the hospitality and catering industry 

1.1.4 Contributing factors to the success of hospitality and catering provision. 

 

L1.2 How Hospitality and Catering provisions operate  

1.2.1 The operation of the front and back of house  

1.2.2 Customer requirements in hospitality and catering  

1.2.3 Hospitality and catering provision to meet specific requirements  

 

1.3 Health and Safety in Hospitality and Catering  

1.3.1 Health and safety in hospitality and catering provision.  

1.3.2 Food safety  

 

1.4 Food safety in Hospitality and Catering  

1.4.1 Food related causes of ill health  

1.4.2 Symptoms and signs of food-induced ill health  

1.4.3 Preventative control measures of food-induced ill health  

1.4.4 The Environmental Health Officer (EHO)  

 

 

Key for exam success: 

• Make effective use of time in each and every lesson. 

• Focus on achieving the highest possible coursework grade before the exam. 

• Make sure to complete all theory home learning sheets (available on Google Classroom). 

• Use the revision packs given out. 

• Specification and examiners reports https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-

2/#tab_overview 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/hospitality-and-catering-level-1-2/#tab_overview


DT - Art & Design 3D 

 

Exam Information:  

 

The Art & Design 3D course focuses on the design, prototyping and modelling or making of primarily 

functional and aesthetic products, objects, and environments, drawing upon intellectual, creative and 

practical skills.  

Students will work in a variety of different areas from the list below; 

• architectural design 

• sculpture 

• product design 

• jewellery and body adornment 

• interior design 

•    3D digital design 

 

They will have to demonstrate their skills using three-dimensional techniques and processes, for ex-

ample; making models in wood, clay, plastic, metal, plastic and plaster. They will also have to present 

supporting portfolio work to explain their design process. Trips out of school will take place to pro-

vide the inspiration needed to develop unique and interesting design ideas. 

 

How will you be assessed? 

Component One: 

NEA worth 60% of the overall grade completed during class time. 

Component Two: 

10 hour exam with a brief set by the exam board, 40% of the overall 

grade. 

 

 

Key for exam success: 

Attendance at relevant Booster sessions . 

Focus on achieving the highest possible coursework grade before the exam. 

Make sure to complete all theory home learning sheets. 

Use the revision packs given out. 

Don’t leave any questions blank. 



AQA GCSE Drama 

Assessment information  

 

Component 1: Understanding Drama. Written exam I hour 45 mins, 80 marks, 40% of the GCSE  

Component 2: Devising Drama (NEA Practical) Process of devising—devising log, 60 marks. Devised 

performance marked by teacher and moderated by AQA, 20 marks. 80 marks in total. 40% of the GCSE  

Component 3: Text in Practice (Marked by an AQA outside examiner): Performance (or tech 

support) of 2 extracts of one play. 

Extract 1: 20 marks, Extract 2: 20 marks. 40 marks in total  20% of the GCSE. 

 

Key for exam success 

• Give 100% to every task and every lesson, this way you will gain more confidence  

and develop practical ideas.   

• Ensure you complete homework tasks which will support the practical work and help make your 

final written exam and devising log easier to complete to a high standard. 

• Always be positive and co-operative with others. Most tasks in Drama are group-based so make 

sure you are always someone other students are keen to work with.  

• Commit fully to rehearsals after school – they will significantly affect both your overall grade and 

your group’s grade.  

• Listen and read the feedback from your teacher, it will make a difference. 

 

Useful resources 

Live theatre performances – watching live 

theatre will give you creative ideas!  

 

CGP revision– GCSE Drama Blood 

Brothers Play Guide https://

www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/

gcse/drama/dmpbb41-grade-9-1-gcse-drama

-play-guide-blood-brot 

 

GCSE Bitesize for useful drama terms 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/

zrnjwty 

 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/drama/dmpbb41-grade-9-1-gcse-drama-play-guide-blood-brot
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/drama/dmpbb41-grade-9-1-gcse-drama-play-guide-blood-brot
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/drama/dmpbb41-grade-9-1-gcse-drama-play-guide-blood-brot
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/drama/dmpbb41-grade-9-1-gcse-drama-play-guide-blood-brot
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zrnjwty
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zrnjwty
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOivhOjJ-8gCFcHSGgodD0EJaQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpixshark.com%2Fcolorful-comedy-tragedy-masks.htm&bvm=bv.106923889,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNFL_asvfsQn3SaAA4zk-1PY


BTEC PERFORMING ARTS 

Assessment information  

• Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts (Internal) - A component where students will explore 

multiple different roles within the theatre industry, and then create a presentation exploring 3 roles 

within 3 existing pieces of theatre.  

• Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts (Internal) - Students will be 

given an existing piece of repertoire to create an adaptation piece for performance, as performers or 

designers.  

• Component 3: Responding to a Brief  (External) - Students will work in a group to create an original 

performance as a performer or designer, using the given brief and stimulus.  

 

 

Key for exam success 

• Give 100% to every task and every lesson, this way you will gain more confidence  

and develop practical ideas.   

• Ensure you complete homework tasks which will support the practical work and help make your final 

written exam and devising log easier to complete to a high standard. 

• Always be positive and co-operative with others. Most tasks in Performing Arts are group-based so make 

sure you are always someone other students are keen to work with.  

• Commit fully to rehearsals after school – they will significantly affect both your overall grade and your 

group’s grade.  

Listen and read the feedback from your teacher, it will make a difference. 

 

 

Useful resources 

Live theatre performances – watching live theatre will give you 

creative ideas!  

 

Revise BTEC Tech Award Performing Arts Revision Guide by Pearson 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revise-Award-Performing-Revision-Guide/

dp/129224562X 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revise-Award-Performing-Revision-Guide/dp/129224562X
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Revise-Award-Performing-Revision-Guide/dp/129224562X


AQA GCSE Geography  

Assessment information 

Key for exam success  

• Know your case studies and use them. Be specific and do not be 

afraid to manipulate case studies to make your point. 

• Consistently use appropriate geographical terminology.  

• Always refer to the evidence provided in your exam paper to 

back up your answers. Facts, figures, grid references, images etc. 

• Make sure you give balance to your answers where appropriate. 

Show that you understand both sides of the argument before 

making your own informed choice. 

• When answering questions that consider the impact of anything remember to comment on  

 environmental, social and economic factors unless told otherwise. 

 

Useful resources 

Letts GCSE Success Revision Guide (AQA Geography) 

https://collins.co.uk/collections/revision-gcse-ages-14-16-collins-gcse-9-1-geography-revision 

AQA Geography specification exam reports https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035 

BBC GCSE Bitesize at https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc 

https://timeforgeography.co.uk/ 

GCSE Essentials Bundle: AQA Geography https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/

geography/gacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-geography 

Assessment Topics Content includes: % 

Paper 1: Living with 

the physical 

environment  

1.5 hour exam 204 

The challenge of 

natural hazards, 

The living world, 

Physical landscapes 

in the UK. 

Tectonic hazards, weather hazards and climate 

change. Ecosystems, tropical rainforests and hot 

deserts. Coastal and river landscapes in the UK 

35% 

Paper 2: Challenges 

in the human 

environment  

1.5 hour exam 2024 

Urban issues and 

challenges,  

The changing 

economic world, 

The challenge of 

resource 

management, 

Patterns of urban change, issues relating to urban 

growth and the need for sustainable development. 

The global development gap, rapid economic 

development in a Newly Emerging Economy and the 

changing UK economy. The sustainable management 

of food, water and energy resources.  

35% 

Paper 3: 

Geographical 

applications 

1 hour 15 minute exam 

2024 

Issue evaluation 

Fieldwork 

Geographical skills 

 

Critical thinking and problem solving, geographical 

enquiry, cartographic, numerical, statistical and data 

skills.  

30% 

https://collins.co.uk/collections/revision-gcse-ages-14-16-collins-gcse-9-1-geography-revision
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/geography/gcse/geography-8035
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
AQA%20Geography%20https:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/gacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-geography
AQA%20Geography%20https:/www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/humanities/geography/gacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-geography


Edexcel GCSE History 

Assessment information 

In History, students will complete 3 examined papers. We will start with Paper 2, Anglo Saxons, before 

moving onto Crime and Punishment. This will allow students to make links detailed, and create a 

chronological understanding of the periods being studied 

Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060-88 

Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 

Anglo-Saxon and the Norman 

Conquest, c1060 - 66 

• Anglo-Saxon Society 

• The last years of Edward the 

Confessor and the succession 

crisis 

• The rival claimants for the 

throne 

• The Norman Invasion 

William I in power: securing the 

Kingdom, 1066 - 87 

• Establishing control 

• The causes and outcomes of 

Anglo-Saxon resistance 1068 

– 71 

• The legacy of resistance to 

1087 

• Revolt of the Earls, 1075 

Norman England 

• The feudal system and the 

Church 

• Norman Government 

• The Norman aristocracy 

• William I and his sons 

Crime and Punishment  

Key topics Areas to be addressed 

c1000 – c1500: Crime and Punishment in medieval England For each key topic, there are 3 

areas,  

1. Nature and changing 

definitions of criminal 

activity; 

2. The nature of law 

enforcement and 

punishment; 

3. Case studies. 

c1500 – c1700: Crime and Punishment in early modern England 

c1700 – c1900: Crime and Punishment in 18th and 19th Century Britain 

c1900 – Present: Crime and Punishment in modern England 

Whitechapel c. 1870—c 1900 

  Topics % of GCSE grade Exam 

Paper 1 

Crime and Punishment in Britain, c1000 – present 

Whitechapel c, 1870 – c1900: Crime and policing and 

the inner city 

30 
1 hour and 15 

minutes 

Paper 2 
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060 – 88 

American West, c1835-c.1895 
40 

1 hour and 45 

minutes 

Paper 3 Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 - 1939 30 
1 hour and 20 

minutes 



Key for success 

• If you are away, you need to ensure that you have caught up on missing work 

• Arrange a catch up session if necessary. This is useful if you don’t understand any class work, have missed 

work or simply wish to go over a topic. 

• Try to get the highest mark in class tests that you can, this will help to demonstrate you understand, raise 

your confidence as you see your average percentage grades increase, it will also help you to work out     

revision techniques that work for you.  

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39 

Topic 1 Topic 2 

The Weimar Republic, 1918-29 

• The origin of the Republic 

• The early challenges to the Weimar Republic 

• The recovery of the republic  

• Changes in society 

Hitler’s rise to power, 1919-33 

• The early development of the Nazi Party 

• The Munich Putsch and the lean years 

• The growth in support for the Nazis 

• How Hitler became Chancellor  

Topic 3 Topic 4 

Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933-39 

• The creation of a dictatorship 

• The police state 

• Controlling and influencing attitudes 

• Opposition, resistance and conformity 

Life in Nazi Germany 

• Nazi polices towards women 

• Nazi policies towards the young 

• Employment and living standards 

• The persecution of minorities  

The American West, c1835 - c.1895 

Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3 

The early settlement of the West, 

c1835 - 62 

• The Plain Indians: their beliefs 

and way of life 

• Migration and early settlement  

• Conflict and tension 

Development of the plains, c1862 - 

76 

• The development of settlement 

in the West  

• Ranching and the cattle industry 

• Changes in the way of life of the 

Plains Indians 

Conflicts and conquest, c1876 - 95 

• Changes in farming, the cattle in-

dustry and settlement 

• Conflict and tension 

• The Plains Indians: the destruction 

of their way of life  

Edexcel GCSE History 



Languages - 
 AQA GCSE French & GCSE Spanish 

In Spanish and French we prepare for four equally weighted exams: 

• Paper 1 Listening:  35 or 45 minutes (25%) 

• Paper 2 Speaking:  7-9 or 10-12 minutes  (25%) 

• Paper 3 Reading:  45 minutes or 1 hour  (25%)  

• Paper 4 Writing:  1 hour or 1 hour and 15 minutes (25%) 

Entry tier (Higher or Foundation) will be selected based upon progress and achievement made by the 

students. The same tier must be used for all exam papers.  

The course and exam papers will focus on 3 distinct themes. These include:  

• 1. Identity and Culture  

• 2. Local, National, International and  Global areas of interest  

• 3. Current and Future Study and Employment 

 

Key for exam success 

• Learn an average of 10 new words and half a dozen topic-relevant verbs per week.  

Practise conjugating these verbs in the tenses you know so far. This can and should be done at home to 

support your learning in school. 

• Practise your speaking alone and/or with a French/Spanish study buddy as often as possible, especially 

during the preparation and revision period just before the speaking exam. 

• Write routine things in French/Spanish at home (shopping lists for practising vocabulary,  

to-do lists for practising verbs etc). Read out car number plates in French or Spanish (numbers and 

alphabet).  

• Visual learners – draw mind-maps that include relevant verbs as well as key words.  

Kinaesthetic learners – act out your practice role plays or conversations. Do an action when you learn 

new vocabulary, or create vocabulary or grammar match cards.  

Auditory learners – record yourself reading out vocabulary, sentences or paragraphs to help learn. 

Keep recording yourself until you sound clear and confident, which is essential for the speaking exam. 

• Got Sky TV? Find a French/Spanish channel to watch for at least 15 minutes per week.  

No Sky TV? Put on your favourite DVD in French/Spanish with English subtitles. Use YouTube by 

searching the name of a programme + ’en français’ or ’en español’.  

Useful resources: 

www.quia.com / www.languagesonline.org.uk / www.bbc.co.uk/education / www.languagesonline.org.uk  

www.aqa.org.uk (MFL exam board for French and Spanish) 

GCSE Essentials Bundle: AQA French https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/french/facub41-gcse-

essentials-bundle-aqa-french 

GCSE Essentials Bundle: AQA Spanish https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/spanish/spacub41-

gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-spanish 

http://www.quia.com
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk
http://www.aqa.org.uk
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/french/facub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-french
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/french/facub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-french
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/spanish/spacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-spanish
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/languages/spanish/spacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-spanish


Further ideas for exam success: 

Create match up games for tenses/vocabulary 

Test yourself / Look, cover, write, check 

Re-write the practice writing questions you have done. Look carefully at corrections, think about tenses 

Ask a family member/friend to test you 

Record yourself on your phone and test yourself that way 

Create post it walls with different topics 

Use colours for masculine/feminine words or for different topics 

Use A3 paper to create posters on the 3 exam themes / Place posters where you will see them (back of doors etc) 

Make a PLAN – and include French/Spanish revision often (15 minutes a day is better than 2 hours in one session) 

Complete practice questions on each skill area (AQA website) 

Attend booster sessions—make the most of them! 

Be confident/positive with everything you do! You CAN do this! 

GCSE French Revision ideas and websites – 2021—22 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/ - BBC Languages – French 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/ - BBC Bitesize for French 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658 - AQA website 

www.languagesonline.org.uk  - MFL revision website  

http://www.memrise.com/courses/english/french/ - MEMRISE website 

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=2984-GCSE-French – Student Room GCSE French blog 

http://fr.euronews.com/infos/europe  - BBC News website for current short news articles with text to read  

simultaneously 

https://www.duolingo.com/ - French language learning APP and website 

YOUTUBE – watch Peppa Pig and other children’s TV programmes, simply write ‘en français’ afterwards e.g. ‘peppa pig en 

français’ 

If you have Netflix – watch films in French and/or with French subtitles 

Languages -  
AQA GCSE French & GCSE Spanish 

GCSE Spanish Revision ideas and websites – 2021—22 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/ - BBC Languages – Spanish 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/spanish/ - BBC Bitesize for Spanish 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698 - AQA website 

http://www.spanishrevision.co.uk/gcse/gcse_index.htm - Spanish revision website 

http://www.memrise.com/course/193647/aqa-gcse-spanish-vocabulary/ - MEMRISE website 

https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=2944-GCSE-Spanish – Student Room GCSE Spanish blog 

http://www.bbc.com/mundo - BBC News website for films, short news articles 

https://www.duolingo.com/ - Spanish language learning APP and website 

YOUTUBE – watch Peppa Pig and other children’s TV programmes, simply write ‘en español’ afterwards eg ‘peppa pig en 

español’ 

If you have Netflix – watch films in Spanish and/or with Spanish subtitles 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/french/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/
http://www.memrise.com/courses/english/french/
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=2984-GCSE-French
http://fr.euronews.com/infos/europe
https://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/spanish/
http://www.spanishrevision.co.uk/gcse/gcse_index.htm
http://www.memrise.com/course/193647/aqa-gcse-spanish-vocabulary/
https://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/content.php?r=2944-GCSE-Spanish
http://www.bbc.com/mundo
https://www.duolingo.com/


Eduqas GCSE Music 

Examination information 

The listening exam lasts 1hr 30 mins. There will be a CD playing extracts of music and you have to 

answer questions related to the music you hear. The paper is worth 40% of your total GCSE grade. 

Key for success 

• The exam goes very quickly – you cannot turn back or rewind the music so you need to have all 

the information at your fingertips. 

• Memorise all the music theory covered in lessons. Areas of 

study are: general theory terms and 4 Musical  Contexts.  

• You are tested on your ability to apply this knowledge so you 

need to practise describing and analysing music using the 

correct vocabulary. 

• 2 Set Works: you will also need to become very familiar with 

your set pieces; memorising the facts about the set music: 

Bach’s Badinerie and Toto’s Africa. 

 

How can parents and carers help? 

Help your child to Memorise each section of theory as they learn it; Quizlet has proved to be 

extremely useful in aiding students with retrieval of information,  

Students will be completing preparation prior to each lesson and should use the Text Books provided. 

Students should be  practicing their instruments ideally daily for  a minimum of 30 minutes. 

Encourage students to meet composing deadlines and see help immediately when they get stuck. 

Please check the outcomes of a revision session—ask to see evidence. 

There is a full set of revision resources available on Google Classrooms and in student folders. 

 

Useful resources 

• GCSE Music Revision Guide https://www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Music-Revision-Guide/

dp/1911208411/ref=pd_lpo_1?pd_rd_i=1911208411&psc=1 

• Watch ‘Walk Through’ videos on your set works many times– links on Google Classroom. 

• Use Spotify or Youtube – all the examples you need can be found there.  
 

 
 

If there is anything you don’t get, for any reason, just ask for help. 

GCSE%20Text%20Books%20https:/www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Music-Revision-Guide/dp/1911208411/ref=pd_lpo_1?pd_rd_i=1911208411&psc=1
GCSE%20Text%20Books%20https:/www.amazon.co.uk/WJEC-Eduqas-Music-Revision-Guide/dp/1911208411/ref=pd_lpo_1?pd_rd_i=1911208411&psc=1


AQA GCSE Physical Education 

Examination information 

 The PE exams will be undertaken through two exams which are sat 2-3 days apart from one another. 

 Paper 1 will assess your knowledge and understanding within Applied Anatomy and Physiology, 

 Movement analysis, Physical training and Use of data 

 Paper 2 will assess your knowledge and understanding within Sports psychology, Socio-cultural influences, 

 Health, fitness and well-being and Use of data. 

 

Tips for Exam Question success 

Underline the topic words that you have learnt in lessons – you may need to define these. 

Write the command word and consider carefully what the question is asking you to do. 

Write the link word. This is specifically who or what you will need to apply your answer to. 

To ensure you have time to complete all the questions you should aim for 1 mark per minute. 

When answering longer answer questions – Remember Point, Apply, Why 

Lots of marks are lost because answers do not explain why. If in doubt always explain why and  

what the specific impacts are. 

Ensure you go into enough detail when giving sporting examples. These have to be very specific.  

You should also be clear as to what the overall impacts are on the performance of the individual. 

Remember you will be required to interpret data in both papers. Say what you see! 

 

Useful Revision resources 

AQA website - past papers. https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/

physical-education-8582 

Key word booklet https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zp49cwx   - 

Includes information, videos and quick quizzes 

https://www.senecalearning.com/ 

https://sites.google.com/view/mrwnukpe/quiz-links?authuser=0  - Includes quick 

quizzes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxDwKP47BNA 

 

Recommended revision guides and cards 

https://www.pe4learning.com/product/gcse-pe-simplified-revision-book-gcsesimplified-affiliate/ 

https://www.pe4learning.com/product/aqa-gcse-pe-smart-cards-smartpe-co-uk-a-smarter-way-to-learn-smartpe-affiliate

-copy/ 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/examspecs/zp49cwx
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://sites.google.com/view/mrwnukpe/quiz-links?authuser=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AxDwKP47BNA
https://www.pe4learning.com/product/gcse-pe-simplified-revision-book-gcsesimplified-affiliate/
https://www.pe4learning.com/product/aqa-gcse-pe-smart-cards-smartpe-co-uk-a-smarter-way-to-learn-smartpe-affiliate-copy/
https://www.pe4learning.com/product/aqa-gcse-pe-smart-cards-smartpe-co-uk-a-smarter-way-to-learn-smartpe-affiliate-copy/


OCR CNAT Sports Studies 

Key Information 

Throughout this year the students will be undertaking two units of work. Unit R186 will focus on the 

relationship between sport and the media.  Within this unit there are three topic areas with each area being 

assessed through a written piece of coursework. 

 

Unit R185 is a practical unit.  The students will assessed as a performer in two chosen activities as well as their 

ability to analyse and evaluate their performance in one of these activities.  The leadership element to this unit  

will provide the opportunity for the students to plan, deliver and evaluate their own coaching sessions to their 

peer group.  

 

The marks achieved within both of these units will then be carried 

forward and added to the marks that are achieved in the examination 

unit that is completed at the end of year 11 to provide an overall 

score out of 200. 

 

 

 

 

 

Top Tips for success  

 

• Continue to develop your sporting performance in both the team and individual activity that you were 

assessed in during year 10. If improvements are made then grades can be increased during this academic 

year. After school clubs will be available for you to do this 

• Having completed all of your written assignments later this year there will be an opportunity for you to 

revisit any of these assignments in order to try and achieve any extra marks that may push you into the 

next grade boundary.  Booster sessions will be available for you to do this 

 

 

 



AQA GCSE Religious Studies 

Assessment information: 

Religious Education is a 100% exam based course consisting of two papers.  The course consists of two 

components, firstly: the beliefs, teachings and practices of Islam and Christianity,  secondly; philosophical and 

ethical issues relating to the two religions. 

  

Keys for exam success: 

• If you do not fully understand any aspect of the content covered in the course, email me (Miss 

Whitaker) and also research the topic yourself. 

• Understand the exam structure by completing as many practice questions as possible.   

• You will receive a overview of the topics covered so you should be able to identify and use this to 

identify areas of strength and areas to focus revision on. 

• Make the most of revision opportunities - attend the revision sessions offered 

 

Useful resources: 

• Consider purchasing a revision guide: 

• Religious Studies: ‘Specification A’ textbook will help give an overview of the 

course to aid your revision (ISBN 978-1-471-86685-2) 

• BBC Bitesize for Religious Studies will also give you a good summary of the 

basics for each religion and the thematic studies covered. (Highly recommend) 

The BBC have created revision podcasts that may be useful to you 

• Watch the news, BBC in particularly — as recently issues like abortion, 

adoption, views on homosexuality have all been addressed 

• Utilise resources, such as YouTube, to watch relevant videos—check 

specification and search criteria with Miss Whitaker 



Business & Enterprise NCFE 

This qualification in Business and Enterprise is designed to provide students with the skills, 

knowledge and understanding of the applied study of good business and enterprise practices and an 

understanding of working in the sector. 

Students will gain a broad understanding of Business and Enterprise including the following: 

• entrepreneurial characteristics and business aims and objectives  

• legal structures, organisational structures and stakeholder engagement 

• the marketing mix, market research, market types and 

orientation types 

• internal and external influences on business 

• research, resource planning and growth for business 

• human resource requirements for a business start-up 

• sources of enterprise funding and business finance 

• business and enterprise planning. 

Students are required to successfully complete two mandatory units. Students must also achieve a 

minimum of a ‘Level 1 Pass’ in the internal and external assessments. 

 

Unit 1- Introduction to Business and Enterprise (40%, written exam) 

Unit 2- Understanding resources for Business and Enterprise (60%, 

internally assessed Project) 

The course is graded L2 Pass, Merit, Distinction, Distinction* (equivalent to approx. GCSE grades 

4 - 8.5) 

Business Studies – keys to success! 

1. Learn the key terms thoroughly (create flash cards, test yourself and get someone else to test 

you. Repeat as often as possible) 

2. Look back at all of the past exam papers you have done – don’t make the same mistakes again! 

3. Use SENECA and BizConSesh https://www.youtube.com/c/BizConSeshGCSEBusiness91 

      to help you learn the key terms and concepts. 

2. Produce your own revision guide summary for each topic. 

3. Tick off from the checklist provided when complete. 

4. GCSE Essentials Bundle will help with broader understanding and key terminology ( AQA Busi-

ness) https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/business/buacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-

aqa-business 

5. NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Business and Enterprise Bundle https://www.amazon.co.uk/

Level-Technical-Business-Enterprise-Bundle/dp/B08G3C7FHC/ref=pd_lpo_2?

https://www.youtube.com/c/BizConSeshGCSEBusiness91
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/business/buacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-business
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/business/buacub41-gcse-essentials-bundle-aqa-business
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Technical-Business-Enterprise-Bundle/dp/B08G3C7FHC/ref=pd_lpo_2?pd_rd_i=B08G3C7FHC&psc=1
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Level-Technical-Business-Enterprise-Bundle/dp/B08G3C7FHC/ref=pd_lpo_2?pd_rd_i=B08G3C7FHC&psc=1


OCR Economics 

This GCSE course is designed to enable students to appreciate we are all part of the economy and 

that economics relates to every aspect of our lives – from the decisions of individuals or families to 

the structures created by governments and producers. It will develop learners’ understanding of how 

economic issues affect choices about resources and markets and vice versa.  

Exam papers 

OCR’s GCSE Economics is a linear course and consists of two mandatory components (exam pa-

pers). The structure of the two question papers is identical. Each question paper has 20 multiple 

choice questions in part A. Part B consists of three questions, each with a short case study and re-

lated short and medium response questions as well as the opportunity for extended response. Both 

question papers assess the quantitative skills.  

• Paper 1 – Introduction to Economics— 80 marks, 1.5hrs written paper, 50% 

This component introduces learners to the main economic agents, the basic economic problem and 

the role of markets, including the labour market and the importance of the financial sector.  

1. Introduction to Economics  

2. The role of markets and money  

• Paper 2 – National and International Economics 80 marks, 1.5hrs written paper, 

50% 

This component focusses on the main economic objectives, such as economic growth, low 

unemployment, fair distribution of income and price stability, and other roles of government. Other 

aspects are the importance of international trade and the impact of globalisation.  

1. Economic objectives and the role of government  

2. International trade and the global economy  

Useful Revision Resource 

My Revision Notes: OCR GCSE (9-1) Economics  

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/economics/products/14-16/my-

revision-notes-ocr-gcse-(9-1)-economics 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/economics/products/14-16/my-revision-notes-ocr-gcse-(9-1)-economics
https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/subjects/economics/products/14-16/my-revision-notes-ocr-gcse-(9-1)-economics


Sociology AQA 

Paper 1 – The sociology of families and education  

• The sociology of families 

• The sociology of education 

• Relevant areas of social theory and methodology 

Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study to 

show a deeper understanding of these topics. 

Paper 2 – The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification  

• The sociology of crime and deviance 

• The sociology of social stratification 

• Relevant areas of social theory and methodology 

Students will be expected to draw on knowledge and understanding of the entire course of study to 

show a deeper understanding of these topics. 

Examinations: 

• Written exam papers x 2; 1 hour 45 minutes each 

• 100 marks each 

• 50% of GCSE each 

Questions: 

Section A has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and extended responses. 

Section B has two multiple choice questions followed by a range of short and extended responses. 

 

Useful Resources: 

AQA GCSE 9-1 Sociology All-in-One Complete Revision and Practice: Ideal for home learning, 2022 

and 2023 exams (Collins GCSE Grade 9-1 Revision) https://www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Sociology-

Revision-Practice-Collins/dp/0008227454 

Revision and support resources will also be 

posted on Google Classroom. 

:/www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Sociology-Revision-Practice-Collins/dp/0008227454
:/www.amazon.co.uk/GCSE-Sociology-Revision-Practice-Collins/dp/0008227454


BTEC Tech Award in Digital Information 

Assessment information 

The course is made up of 3 components, two that are internally assessed and one that is externally assessed. 
 

Component 1: Exploring User Interface Design Principles and Project Planning Techniques 

Aim: how to project plan the design and development of a user interface 

Learners will explore user interface design and development principles, investigate how to use project planning 

techniques to manage a digital project  and discover how to develop and review a digital user interface.  

Assessment: internally assessed assignment(s) 

Weighting: 30% of total course 
 

Component 2: Collecting, Presenting and Interpreting Data 

Aim: process and interpret data and draw conclusions 

Learners will explore how data impacts on individuals and organisations, draw conclusions and make recom-

mendations on data intelligence and develop a dashboard using data manipulation tools.  

Assessment: internally assessed assignment(s) 

Weighting: 30% of total course 
 

Component 3: Effective Digital Working Practices 

Aim: explore how organisations use digital systems and the wider implications associated with their use 

Learners will explore how modern information technology is evolving, consider legal and ethical issues in data 

and information sharing and understand what cyber security is and how to safeguard against it.  

Assessment: scenario-based external 1hr 30 min written exam where students demonstrate their knowledge 

to propose digital solutions to realistic situations. 

Weighting: 40% of total course 
 

Keys for success: 

• Meet your assessment deadlines! These are set before the course with the 

exam board. 

• Follow the assessment checklists you are given for each internally assessed 

component. 

• Be proactive! If you have any questions/problems – ASK! 

 

Useful resources 

Google Classroom resources – every lesson is on here! 

Teach-ICT website – there is some useful content relevant to the exam on here. 

Course specification—https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-

information-technology.html 

Revision Guide—https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/fe-vocational/subjects/computer-science-

and-ict/btec-tech-award-in-digital-information-technology/revise-btec-tech-award-digital-information-

technology-revision-guide-1 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/digital-information-technology.html
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/fe-vocational/subjects/computer-science-and-ict/btec-tech-award-in-digital-information-technology/revise-btec-tech-award-digital-information-technology-revision-guide-1
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/fe-vocational/subjects/computer-science-and-ict/btec-tech-award-in-digital-information-technology/revise-btec-tech-award-digital-information-technology-revision-guide-1
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/fe-vocational/subjects/computer-science-and-ict/btec-tech-award-in-digital-information-technology/revise-btec-tech-award-digital-information-technology-revision-guide-1


Computer Science OCR 

Component 01: Computer systems 

Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, data repre-

sentation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system software. It 

also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns associated with computer science. 

Component 02: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 01. They develop skills and under-

standing in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, producing robust programs, 

computational logic and translators. 

Practical programming 

Students are to be given the opportunity to undertake a programming task(s) during their course of 

study which allows them to develop their skills to design, write, test and refine programs using a high-

level programming language. Students will be assessed on these skills during the written examinations, 

in particular component 02 (section B). 

Assessment Overview 

 

Useful Resources 

GCSE Essentials Bundle: OCR Computer Science (for exams in 2022 and beyond) https://

www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/computer-science/cocub42-gcse-essentials-bundle-ocr-

computer-scienc 

Specification https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/ 

Component Marks Duration Weighting 

Computer systems 80 1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

Computational 

thinking, algorithms 

80 1 hour 30 minutes 50% 

The GCSE in Computer Science is 100% exam. 

https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/computer-science/cocub42-gcse-essentials-bundle-ocr-computer-scienc
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/computer-science/cocub42-gcse-essentials-bundle-ocr-computer-scienc
https://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/secondary-books/gcse/computer-science/cocub42-gcse-essentials-bundle-ocr-computer-scienc
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j277-from-2020/





