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The AQA course for GCSE Religious Studies consists of two components, which are then assessed 

through two externally set examination papers at the end of Year 11. Students will study two reli-

gions (Christianity and Islam), their beliefs and practices, as well as thematic studies  

Both papers will assess spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) and use of specialist terminology 

and will contribute a maximum of 5% of marks towards the overall weighting. 

 Both Areas of Study promote a more open and focused philosophy towards Christianity and Islam.   

 The Areas encourage students to reflect upon beliefs and practices which are an important part of 

life today and see how both these religious traditions are part of the fabric of Great Britain. 

 One of the objectives of this qualification is to develop students’ ability to construct well-argued, 

well-informed, balanced and structured written arguments, demonstrating their depth and breadth 

of understanding of the subject.   

 In balance, students will be able to reflect on and develop their own attitudes in relation to the 

topics covered in the course. 

‘I am really enjoying RE and really like it as a GCSE subject, because it is nice to have de-
bates about relevant issues or things that have happened with people who share the same 
passion towards it. Also I find it really interesting learning about these different topics 

and find them rather intriguing.’ 

Paper 1: The study of religion: beliefs, 

teaching and practices 

Paper 2: Thematic studies  

50% 1 Hour 45-minute examination paper 50% 1 Hour 45-minute examination paper 

Students will study the beliefs, teachings and 

practices of Christianity  and Islam, Students 

will study; 

  Key beliefs of Christians and Muslims 

 Practices within both religions. For 

example; duties, festivals, ceremonies. 

Students will study  four religious, philosophical and 

ethical studies . 

 Theme A: Relationships and families. 

 Theme B: Religion and Life. 

 Theme C: Existence of God and Revelations 

 Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict. 
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Steps to Success 

1 Invest in an exam specification specific revision guide 

2 Become informed and involved in World issues, through watching the news. 

3 Learn some key religious teachings for Islam and Christianity and be able to use them in your written 

answers. 

4 Ensure you complete all home learning. 

5 Make sure you know and understand what the different religious attitudes are and the reasons for 

these attitudes. 

6 Practise writing under timed conditions. 


