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• Explore the Options webpage thoroughly. 

• Discuss your initial preferences and ideas with your family, tutor and teachers.  

• Make a list of areas needing further investigation. 

• Ask questions of the subject teachers and ask for help if you need it. 

• Choose subjects you enjoy. 

• Remember that you must be able to cope with the work, look at the balance of NEA and Exams. 

• Remember that all subjects are for boys and girls. 

• Choose subjects relevant to your plans for the future. 

• Take part in parents’ evenings to seek advice. 

• Get the answers to your questions and make sure that you are fully informed. 

• Make your decision with the help of your parents and teachers. 

• Complete your school options form and return to school by the deadline. 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT TO DO NEXT? 

   

 

2023 – 2025 

YEAR  9  

KS4 OPTIONS  

GUIDANCE 



2  

 

11  

 

THE BLOCKS 

All students must choose four options from the table below. Each choice must be from a 

different block. You should then make a reserve choice in each block in case it is not 

possible to meet your first choice options.  

Please remember to include the subjects that you must study, for further guidance see page 8 

For presentations, guidance and further 

information please scan the QR code 

below to be taken to the school webpage 

Block A Block B Block C Block D 

Geography 
(All pathways) 

Geography 
(All pathways) 

Geography 
(All pathways) 

Geography 
(All pathways) 

History 
(All pathways) 

History 
(All pathways) 

History 
(All pathways) 

History 
(All pathways) 

French 
(All  pathways) 

Drama 
(All pathways) 

Economics 
(Blue pathway, may be suit-

able for red pathway) 

Sociology 
(Blue pathway, may be suita-

ble for red pathway) 

Art and Design 
(All pathways) 

Computer Science 
(Blue pathway, may be suit-

able for red pathway) 

Drama 
(All pathways) 

Business &  
Enterprise (NCFE) 
(Red & Silver pathways) 

Sport Studies (OCR) 
(Red & Silver pathways) 

Catering 
(Red & Silver pathways) 

IT (BTEC) 
(Red & Silver pathways) 

Art and Design 
(All pathways) 

Spanish 
(All pathways) 

Design Technology 
(All pathways) 

RE 
(All pathways) 

Music 
(All pathways) 

RE 
(All pathways) 

Art and Design 
(All pathways) 

Catering 
(Red & Silver pathways) 

PE GCSE 
(Blue pathway, may be suita-

ble for red pathway) 

Child Care (college) 
(Silver pathway - invite only) 

Child Care (college) 
(Silver pathway - invite only) 

Support Studies  
(Silver Pathway - invite only) 

Spanish 
(All pathways) 
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THE OPTIONS 

SUBJECT & QUALIFICATION PATHWAYS 

AVAILABLE 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Spanish GCSE   Cannot be done with French 

French GCSE  Cannot be done with Spanish 

History GCSE    

Geography GCSE   

Drama GCSE    

Religious Studies GCSE   

Art & Design GCSE   Cannot be done with Design Technology 

Design Technology GCSE   Cannot be done with Art & Design 

PE GCSE   Cannot be done with Sports Studies 

Sport Studies Cambridge National  Cannot be done with PE GCSE 

Music GCSE  
Students need to be able to play an instrument to 

a good standard 

Business & Enterprise NCFE  Cannot be done with Economics 

Economics GCSE  Cannot be done with Business & Enterprise NCFE 

Sociology GCSE   

Catering Level 1/2   

Digital Information Technology BTEC  Cannot be done with Computer Science GCSE 

Computer Science GCSE  
Cannot be done with Digital Information 

Technology BTEC 

Support Studies / Child Care  
Invite only - cannot do both Support Studies and 

Child Care 
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Getting students onto the right courses at KS4 is a critical factor in achieving success. KS4 is also the 

first important gateway to further and higher education, apprenticeships and the workplace.  

 

Our Options Process is designed so that students have time to fully investigate and contemplate their 

decisions and so that parents have time to discuss the onward journey with their child carefully. For 

most of our students deciding what they want to be in the future is not possible at this stage of their 

lives and we understand that and support a breadth and balance position when it comes to KS4 

choices. 

 

We have high expectations and aspirations for all of our students, and each child should be chal-

lenged to achieve the best possible outcomes at the end of Year 11. We appreciate that for each 

child their interests and strengths differ and with this in mind, we have tailored three pathways for 

students to follow, with the aim being to maximise a student’s potential both now and in the future. 

 

We expect that all students will leave Woolmer Hill School with 9 or 10 GCSEs or their equivalents, 

allowing them access to the greatest range of opportunities in their further education or work place 

choices.  

 

We want the future to be bright for all our students and we believe that the correct guidance and 

support at this stage is vital to their success. Please do not hesitate to contact us with queries or 

questions. 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 



   

 

 

The Options Process is designed to give you time to look thoroughly at your decisions and to not be 

rushed into choosing right now. The process follows the timeline below, please make a note of the key 

dates. 

 

• Thursday 9th March 2023  

 Options Evening 

 Presentation 6:00pm to 6:45pm in Main Hall (opportunity to speak to staff from 5:30pm) 

 

• Tuesday 21st March 2023 

 Year 9 Parents’ Evening (options subject consultations) 

 3.30pm to 6.30pm (virtual via School Cloud) 

  

• Thursday 23rd March 2023 

 Year 9 Parents’ Evening (core subject consultations) 

 3.30pm to 6.30pm (virtual via School Cloud) 

 

• Friday 24th March 2023 

 Option forms issued 

 

• Thursday 30th March 2023 

 Deadline for return of options forms 

 

• Monday 17th April 2023 onwards 

 1:1 appointments with Mr S Williams (for individual options guidance where necessary) 

 

• End May/June 2023 

 Confirmation of options choices 

 

• September 2023 

 Year 10 Timetable starts – GCSE courses commence 

THE PROCESS 
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WHAT CAN I CHOOSE TO DO? 

In addition to your core and ‘must have’ subjects you may then choose additional subjects to study. Your 

choices should be based on the like of a subject, aptitude for it and a desire to progress your learning 

within it. You should read our guidance notes in the earlier pages of this leaflet for advice on how to 

choose.   

This leaflet is designed to act as a gateway to further information available on our website this includes 

detailed subject and course information, teacher presentations and valuable points around steps to 

success. We would urge all students and their families to explore this information thoroughly before 

making any decisions. 

There are some subjects that cannot be chosen together and there are some subjects that have more 

than one qualification attached to them, such as PE and IT. Each course is different and has differing 

requirements, for example in Music you should already play an instrument to a good level and ideally 

already be having music lessons outside of school. With this in mind, you must check the details of the 

course on our website. 

We always try and ensure that all students get to study their preferred subjects or qualification choices 

but it is important to understand that timetabling and staffing all play a part in our offering. Students need 

to understand that it is not always possible for us to accommodate every option they would 

ideally want to study, and students need to be able to prioritise those subjects that they are willing 

to be flexible on and those that are most important to them. 

In addition to the subjects you must study, Blue & Red Pathway students will choose three options from 

the table on page 11 and Silver Pathway students will choose two. The two options will be supported by 

an additional out of school option course. This will be on an invitational basis and will be discussed with 

students individually.   

Please note that courses can only run if we have sufficient numbers to make it viable. 
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WHICH SUBJECTS DO I HAVE TO STUDY? 

There are certain subjects that all students must continue to study, these are known as core subjects.  

This also includes core PE and PSHE. 

Students who are capable of achieving a higher grade (5 or above) should continue studying their chosen 

language (Spanish or French). Opting for a language is becoming increasingly important in today’s society 

and taking a language also ensures that our students can compete effectively for places at university in 

the future. If you believe a language option is not suitable for you please contact Mr S Williams. 

The decision on whether you take Single Sciences (Biology, Chemistry and Physics) or Combined Science 

lies with the Science department. We will always encourage students who are capable of taking Single 

Sciences to do so. The Science department will not make recommendations on which GCSE course is 

most suitable until the end of Year 9, and progress is reviewed during year 10 with adjustments made as 

necessary. 

THE BLUE PATHWAY - subjects you HAVE to study 

• English Language GCSE 

• English Literature GCSE 

• Mathematics GCSE 

• Single Science GCSEs (Biology, Chemistry & Physics) (or Combined Science GCSE if recommended 

by the Science department)  

• History or Geography GCSE 

• French or Spanish GCSE (strongly recommended) 

THE RED PATHWAY - subjects you HAVE to study 

• English Language GCSE 

• English Literature GCSE 

• Mathematics GCSE 

• Combined Science GCSE (or single Science GCSEs if recommended by the Science department) 

• History or Geography or French or Spanish GCSE 

THE SILVER PATHWAY - subjects you HAVE to study 

• English Language GCSE 

• English Literature GCSE 

• Mathematics GCSE 

• Combined Science GCSE  

• History or Geography GCSE 
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MAKING THE RIGHT CHOICE 

 

The school and your parents are here to help you make sensible choices about the subjects 

you should study during Years 10 and 11. There are some subjects which you have to study 

and  there some subjects which you must choose to study.  

 

Before you choose your option subjects find out all you can about the possible choices; this  

involves looking back over your last 3 years in school, listening carefully in options assemblies, 

reading the subject and course information on the school website and talking with your tutor, 

subject teachers and parents. 
 

Are there boys’ and girls’ subjects? 
You can opt for any subject in which you have an interest; you should not think of any subject 

as just for boys or girls. You should not choose a subject because you want to be with your 

friends - even if you do choose the same courses you may not be placed in the same groups. 
 

Will I be able to change my mind next year? 
Once option subjects have been allocated you will not be able to change; it will not be possible 

for students to move between subjects after the beginning of Year 10.  
 

Will I be able to cope with the work? 
You will obviously choose some subjects because you have succeeded in them.  Remember 

that a subject may be very useful to you even if you don’t like it. However, it is wise to avoid 

any in which you have experienced real difficulty. You will get from your courses what you put 

into them, this means you must work steadily in class and at home. 
 

Where do I go if I need help? 
Your subject teachers and tutor are there to help answer your questions, do not forget to 
enquire about courses which are new to you. You should also discuss your options with your 

parents, but remember that you are the one who will have to study the subject. 
 

Which subjects have I enjoyed? 
It is likely that you will have enjoyed several subjects during your three years at secondary 

school; it may be because you like the teacher, but you must not assume that the same person 

will teach you in Year 10 and 11.  It is probable that you have enjoyed the content of the    

subject and it would be wise to make some of your choices based on the personal experience 

of what you have liked, although explore the subject information on the website thoroughly as 

a subject you enjoyed in Year 7 might look very different at GCSE. 
 

Think about your time 
Some courses are heavily based on non-examined assessment (NEA), this means there may be 

a lot of work to be done at home or out of school hours. Do you have time to commit to 

this? On the flipside, how do you feel about exams? Most subjects have some element of 

externally examined assessment but for some this makes up a small part of the awarded grade 

and for others it makes up all of it. Look at the course break down and work out the balance 

of NEA and exams across all your subjects. Is there a good mix that you are comfortable with? 
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TIPS FOR PARENTS 

• Read any information the school sends about your child’s choices for Year 10/11 and make 

sure you know the dates of Parents’ Evenings and deadlines. 

• Talk to your child about their strengths and interests and which subjects they enjoy. 

• Encourage your child to think about what subjects they might need for any college course or 

career they might have in mind.  Don’t worry if they have no idea at this stage - most courses 

and employers like to see a broad range of subjects studied at GCSE level. 

• Find out, or encourage your child to find out, what each subject they are interested in in-

volves, and how it is assessed. 

• Try not to impose your ambitions on the process, these decisions need to be your child’s. 

Choose for the Right Reasons Avoid the Wrong Reasons  

“Although I don’t find it easy, I really like this 

subject so I know I will work hard in it”. 

Good. This is a strong, positive start and you will find you 

are willing to work hard—even if the subject gets more 

difficult. 

“My friends are choosing this course” 

It’s time to become a bit more independent; you and your 

friends may get on well, but it does not mean that you 

think or learn in the same way, or that you will have the 

same aspirations for the future 

 

“I have a lot of success in this subject and have 

developed good skills in it”. 

You are likely to enjoy this course and build on your skills, 

but do remember to ask for help if you feel uncertain. 

“I’ve not done that subject before, it has to 

be better than…” 

That’s a  negative choice. 

Find out more about the subject and only choose it if it 

really is better for you, as you may discover it turns out 

to be more difficult. 

 

“I’m not sure what I am going to do yet, but I 

am interested in … and this subject will help 

me to find out more about it”. 

That’s good news, it will help you to have some ideas 

about your future, but remember that you need to study 

the subject for the full 2 years. 

“I really get on with the teacher I had for … 

this year” 

 

There is no guarantee of the same teacher next year; 

now that you are a young adult you should ensure you 

can work well with any teacher. 

 

“I’ve not done the subject before, but I have 

found out a lot about it and I can’t wait to get 

started”. 

 

You are bound to do well, just work hard. 

“My mum/dad/brother was good at this 

subject”. 

 

Aptitude in certain subjects may run in families, but do 

not choose it unless you are prepared to work hard and 

do well. 

 

“I have a good idea about my future career 

and I know this subject will help me”. 

 

Good.  You are thinking ahead of time and will do well 

because you are motivated. 

“I don’t need to choose carefully. I can 

always change my mind later”. 

Once the option blocks have been made it is hard to 

change. If  you try to change when Key Stage 4  has 

started you will have wasted too much time and will have 

difficulty in catching up. It is much better to make a 

sensible choice now. 
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THE PATHWAYS 

THE BLUE PATHWAY is for….. 

• students who work hard, enjoy studying, and will do well in all 

traditional academic courses 

• students who want to study Level 3 courses at college (A Levels) 

• students who are hoping to apply for competitive courses at top 

universities in the future 

THE RED PATHWAY is for….. 

• students who work hard, enjoy studying, and will do well in all 

academic courses, but may want a mix of vocational courses too  

• students who want to study Level 3 courses at college (A Levels) 

• students who intend to go to top universities or who want to 

pursue an apprenticeship. 

THE SILVER PATHWAY is for….. 

• students who will achieve their best with a combination of GCSE 

subjects they enjoy along with vocational subjects 

• students who intend to go to college post-16 to study vocational 

subjects, or apply for an apprenticeship. 

• students who may need some additional support with their studies 

Our pathways are tailored so that students choose qualifications that best fulfil their potential both now 

and in the future.  Students will be told which pathway that we are recommending they follow. Our 

pathways are in place to guide students to the best possible outcomes and whilst not set in stone are 

strongly encouraged. We will happily discuss with parents and students the options available should you 

feel you have not been placed on the most appropriate pathway.  


