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 Please note that a good level of performing, either on an instrument or voice, is 

essential; this will require regular (ideally daily) practice. 

 To get a 9/8/7 grade at GCSE you should be at least grade 3 standard by March in Year 

11. 

 NB. Instrumental/vocal lessons, whilst not compulsory, will put the students at a huge advantage in 

terms of their exam outcome and cannot be recommended highly enough. Students need to be able 

to read music at a basic level by year 11. 

Music is an exciting, varied and practical subject offering students an opportunity to build on their 

general musical knowledge, performing skills and compositional techniques they have gained at Key Stage 

3. 

This new and exciting qualification is widely recognised as an academic one by employers and is an 

excellent foundation for developing: 

 Confidence, creativity and imagination 

 Listening, analysis and aural skills 

 Teamwork, performing skills and understanding of music 

theory 

 Individual compositions 

 There is no set style of music: you are free to follow  

and create the music that you are into! 

Listening (40%) Ihr15 hour exam 

This written exam is in two parts; it consists of recorded excerpts of music of ALL varieties and in-

cludes set works. Students are expected to demonstrate their knowledge, aural and analytical skills. 

Composing 1 (15%) Composing to a brief 

Students are required to compose, record and evaluate their own piece of music in response to a brief 

given by the exam board. The work must be written out using a score, tab or lead sheet. 

Composing 2 (15%) Free Composition 

Students have to compose, record and write a score for a piece of 

music to a brief of their own; again this may be in any style 

Performing (30%)  

Students are required to play or sing two pieces, one as a solo and 

the other in an ensemble (15% + 15%).  Students have a free choice 

of repertoire and do not necessarily have to perform publicly. These 

are recorded onto CD and moderated by the exam board.  
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Steps to Success 

1 Build up a portfolio of performing experience 

2 Be willing to try new things and listen to a wide range of music 

3 Be determined and keep ‘on –track’ with composing NEA  

4 Be willing to work as part of a team/ensemble. 

5 Be prepared to seek help and guidance; everyone will need this at some point 

6 Be enthusiastic about the course 

7 Know when the deadlines are and plan your time so you meet them 

8 Attend support sessions after school or at lunch if required 

9 Review and revise throughout the course, not the night before the exam!  


