
Life after lockdown

Everyone has been affected by covid in some way. We interviewed some people in Woolmer Hill
about their experiences during and after lockdown, especially how it affected their school
learning.

We questioned a year ten student on how they feel about their upcoming GCSE’s. They said: “I
feel a little less confident in my knowledge from lockdown but I think my teachers have gotten
me back up to date.” Year ten students have had no adjustments to their GCSEs and should be
continuing as normal. The student also said: “I don’t think we should have full alterations
because we didn’t miss as much.” Overall, it seems that year ten has not been affected as much
as year eleven, however some of them struggled more than others.

We also spoke to a year eleven student who gave us their opinion on the situation. The year
eleven student said “I feel more prepared for my exams now that the changes have been
made.” Their year has had certain changes to their exam papers, supposedly making things
easier for them in the long run.The Year eleven also told us: “I don’t think my future will be
affected by the pandemic because I have prepared  well for my exams.” It seems that the exam
adjustments have been a major help to the year eleven students, however some of them seem
more confident than others.

Luckily we managed to chat with a Science teacher who has many GCSE students. They gave
us a good perspective from a teacher's angle. When asked if they felt as if they had gotten their
GCSE students up to date with the work. They said: “Mostly yes, I feel like most students are up
to exactly where they need to be, I feel like some students maybe not quite but mostly there,
yes.” So it does seem like most students are where they need to be in order to reach a good
mark. The teacher made it clear that there was a lot of pressure on them to prepare the
students for their GCSEs. They also think that covid will not affect their students’ final marks.

We interviewed two year eights and one of them said: “I found it difficult to have any motivation
and I don’t feel like I gained any knowledge.” The other one stated that: “I didn’t get the help that
I needed therefore I didn’t progress as well as I would have in school.” This shows it was not
just GCSE students who were overwhelmed by the pandemic.

We also spoke to a teacher that organises exams and they said: “It was more challenging
organising exams with covid in the mix, lots of arrangements had to be made but generally it
was okay.” They also think that the government has made the right decisions about what to
change in their exams.

Coming out of lockdown has been a big change that we have all had to adapt to, however it has
appeared to affect some people in Woolmer Hill more than others.
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