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Feminism is a big part of every woman and girl’s life. 

There are 7.753 billion people in the world and among that there are 3.905 

billion women in the world. In 2018, over 5 million female workers in Spain 

went on a 24 hour strike to protest against women getting paid less than 

males, both doing the same job. Everybody should celebrate this day, 

especially women. 

 

According to Staista.com, the average 2021 annual salary for males was 

£33,400 and for woman it was £28,300. That means there is a £5,100 

difference.  

 

Women are just as good as men. Margaret Thatcher proved this when she got 

elected to be in Parliament on her fourth try, she said “You may have to fight 

a battle more than once to win it.” She then became so successful that she 

was made leader of the Conservative Party and then Prime Minister. She was 

the first female Prime Minister in the UK. She was also Prime Minister for 11 

years! 

  

In 1903, the Suffragettes started; it was made up of more than 50,000 women. 

They fought for women’s rights to vote, this included many different 

approaches: they used propaganda, art and attack on properties like smashing 

windows. Take Emmeline Pankhurst, she was one of the founders of the 

Woman’s Social and Political Union (WSPU). She fought for women’s rights 

and equality for 40 years. During the year of her death, 1928, women gained 

the full right to vote. 

 

Florence Nightingale is another incredible role model. She loved travelling 

and everywhere she went she would write down interesting information: how 



many hospitals there were; how many people there were; how big the cities 

were. As her life went on, she studied nursing and became so good at nursing 

that the government sent her to Turkey to manage a hospital for injured 

soldiers. She then analysed all the data she could find to discover that the 

soldiers weren’t dying of the wounds they had, they were dying of diseases 

and infections they had picked up from the hospital. So she made some 

changes: everybody who worked in the hospital had to wash their hands and 

clean equipment regularly to stop any other illnesses spreading. She said: 

“The very first requirement in a hospital is that it should do the sick no 

harm.” She also said: “I attribute my success to this - I never gave or took any 

excuse.” 

 

These women are just a couple of examples who have influenced society for 

the better. Even though these women aren’t role models that you see in 

person every day, there are plenty of them that you do see every day.  

Take your Head Mistress - if they are a woman, - they are in charge of your 

school. They might have experienced anti-feminist beliefs, teaching may not 

have been their first choice or wherever they grew up they might have been 

treated differently to boys. I interviewed my Head Mistress and she said that 

she hasn’t been affected by anti-feminist beliefs, but that teaching was not her 

first choice of job. She also didn’t experience any bias between boys and girls 

when she was growing up. 

 I also asked the Head of English at my school, her answers were very 

different. She said that she had experienced anti-feminist beliefs many times 

before and that where she grew up, (Ukraine) boys and girls were treated 

differently and had different expectations. 

 

So, inspirational women are around you in your everyday life, whether they 

have experienced anti-feminist beliefs or just heard about incidents. They will 

have worked hard to get to where they are in life and will have had to believe 

in themselves. Try to believe in yourself! 

 


