
  

DRAMA  AQA   

 O P T I O N A L          Lead Teacher: Mrs A Tidman 

Written Examination: 40%   Practical Performance Exam:  20%   

NEA Written & Performance: 40%   

This Drama qualification is highly regarded in the workplace as it gives 

students transferable life skills and reflects the student's ability to work 

as a member of a team, work to performance deadlines, and perform and present work in front of an 

‘audience’. Students must have a good attendance record and be willing to work with anyone in a group 

context.  

 Do you enjoy: 

• Expressing yourself in a creative and exciting way?  

• Working in a group? 

• Contributing your own ideas and respecting those of others? 

• Exploring plays and themes?  

• Articulating your creativity through written work?    

Then Drama is for you! 

Component 1: Understanding Drama (40% - 80 marks) 

1 hour 45 minute written exam. To demonstrate knowledge and understanding of theatre and how 

drama is developed and performed in three sections: 

A) Multiple choice      B) Set PlayText        C) Live Theatre Production Evaluation 

Component 2: Devising Drama (40% - 80 marks) 

Devising Log (60 marks), a written journal, kept as you work on the your devised piece used to create 

an essay, Devised performance (20 marks), devised in groups from given/chosen stimuli. 

Component 3: Text in Practice (20% - 40 marks) 

Practical study of a play with 2 performances of extracts from the chosen play (each extract 20 

marks). This will be marked by a visiting outside examiner, in school. 

Is there much writing? 

The course has many practical elements but there is some important written work to complete which 

involves note taking and evaluating both your own work and that of others, studying a set play and 

writing about this in an exam. Drama at Woolmer Hill achieves excellent results due to students being 

committed to extra rehearsals, attending theatre visits and paying close 

attention to written work as well as practical . 
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Steps to Success 

1 Be enthusiastic in lessons –‘Have a go’! 

2 You must attend all lessons and rehearsals (lunchtime and after school) to avoid letting others 

down in group assessment situations. 

3 Be supportive of others’ performance work.  You can learn a lot from evaluating the work of other 

people. 

4 Be organised about looking after the notes and scripts you are given.  Complete all written tasks 

diligently.  This will help you in your coursework and final examination. 

5 Attend as much live theatre as possible.  

6 Be the leader –do not be afraid to initiate ideas.  Listen to everyone’s ideas and select the best 

ones to try out. 

7 Listen to the advice of your teachers and act upon it. 

8 Think about the emotions of the character.  Can you imagine how they feel? 

9 Think about your voice: pitch, pace and volume. 

10 Think about your body language, posture, facial expressions and gestures. 

11 Keep a journal of all the lessons in which you participate. Explain the skills you are learning or de-

veloping. Make sure you keep a record of the ideas you contributed and how others responded to 

those ideas and how you respond to the ideas of others. 


