
 

 
 

Drama 
 

Welcome to the Drama Department 

Curriculum Information 2022-2023 
 
 

The Team: 
 

Mrs. Tidman                 Subject Lead for Drama, Teacher of Drama 

Miss. Henfrey   Teacher of Drama and Performing Arts 
 
 
Introduction to the department: 
 

In the Drama Department we believe that the biggest contribution Drama brings to students are the Transferable 

Life Skills they will learn during their time with us. These include: 

 

Commitment  

Confidence 

Creativity  

Critical Thinking 

Evaluation 

Empathy 

Independent Learning 

Literacy 

Negotiating 

Organising and Planning 

Research   

Teamwork 

Working to deadlines 

 

We hope to nurture an independent, enquiring and creative spirit in every student enabling them to feel safe enough 

to take risks. As Edward De Bono said “It is better to have enough ideas for some of them to be wrong, than to 

always be right by having no ideas at all” or Nelson Mandela “Don’t judge me by my successes, judge me by how 

many times I fell down and got back up again” 

 

 

Key Stage 3 information: 

 

During key stage 3 students will work with a variety of Drama skills, techniques and stimuli to discover ways of 

creatively expressing themselves. They are encouraged to give peer and self-assessment to a high analytical standard. 

Also, bringing in key elements of the GCSE specification to additionally challenge and prepare students for KS4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YEAR 7 

 

  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Term  1  2  3  4  5  6 

Module  Kickstart 
Drama  

Pantomime  Intro to 
Shakespeare  

Amadora  Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory   

History of 
theatre 

Outline 
and main 
focus  

An 
introduction 

to Drama 
including 
building 

confidence 
and group co-

operation. 

Exploring the 
genre of 

pantomime 
including stock 
characters and 

creating and 
performing our 

own mini 
pantomimes! 

A fun 
introduction to 

Shakespeare 
using ‘The 
Tempest’. 

Students will 
have the 

opportunity to 
use whole class 
role play, mime 

and even 
perform an 

extract from the 
play.   

Using the 

stimulus of an 

imaginary 

island, 

‘Amadora’, 

students will 

learn how to 

use physical 

theatre and 

imagination to 

explore the 

people and 

lifestyle of 

Amadora.  

This module focuses 
on students using 

their own imagination 
to create clear 

characters 
throughout. Lessons 

will be themed on 
each stage of the 

film/play/book which 
gives the students a 

sense of going 
through the story. 

Students will also can 
combine Art into this 
module during a half 

term homework 
project.   

Exploring some 

of the earliest 

styles of  

theatre  

including 

Medieval and 

Greek theatre 

and the impact 

these still have 

on theatre 

today. 

 

 

YEAR 8 

 

  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Term  1  2  3  4  5  6 

Module  Commedia 
Dell’Arte  

The 
Christmas 

Truce  

Script 
‘The Wardrobe’ 

The Room Silent Movies Shrek  

Outline 
and focus   

Improvising/devisi
ng and writing 

using Commedia 
Dell’Arte 

techniques 
focusing on their 

use of stock 
characters and 
how they are 

portrayed in the 
industry today.   

Using a true 
time in 
history, 

exploring 
true 

characters 
and 

expressing 
their 

emotions 
through role 

play.  

Exploring a play 
with opportunities 

to explore 
different times in 
history and the 
impact war and 
suffering has on 
young people. 
Activities will 

include both on 
and off text 

performances. 

Approaching 
Year 9, this topic 

allows the 
students to 
discuss and 

reflect on mental 
health issues, 
using role play 
and subtext to 

deepen our 
knowledge of 
serious Drama 

and enhance our 
ability to 

spontaneously 
improvise in a 

serious manner.    

Understanding 
the challenges of 
the silent movie 
genre and acting 

inspired by 
Charlie Chaplin 

and Buster 
Keaton. 

Students will 
invent their own 
mini silent movie 
with music and 

costume. 

 Can you design 
costume, props 

or set to 
enhance an 
audiences 

enjoyment and 
understanding 
of a play. We 
will focus on 

the stage show 
of the musical 

‘Shrek’ to 
explore this.  

 

 

 

 



YEAR 9 

 

  Autumn  Spring  Summer  

Term  1  2  3  4  5  6  

Module  West Side Story Script exploration  Stage Combat  Practitioners, devising and technical work   

Outline 
and 
focus   

Exploring the 
famous 
musical, 

students will 
use movement, 

music, 
characterisation 
and script work.  

Experimenting with 
script extracts, 
students will 

understand how to 
access a script 

including character, 
plot and use of 

performance space. 
They will know how 

to perform an 
extract successfully 

in readiness for 
GCSE.  

 

  

Students will be 
given the 

opportunity to 
learn how to use 
stage combat in a 
safe and secure 

environment, and 
then use 

techniques gained 
throughout KS3 

to create tension 
in a scene using 
stage combat 

safely.  
  

Exploring a number of practitioners, styles and 
themes with embedding ideas of technical 

designer elements to create an original piece of 
performance based upon a given stimuli.  

 

 

Key Stage 4 information:     

 

We follow the AQA syllabus for GCSE Drama. 

Component 1: Understanding Drama. Written exam I hour 45 mins 

80 marks, 40% of the GCSE  

  Component 2: Devising Drama (practical),  

60 marks. Process of devising—devising log/essay  

                                               20 marks. Devised performance marked by teacher and moderated by  AQA.  

                                               80 marks in total. 40% of the GCSE 

  Component 3: Texts in Practice. Performance of two extracts of a published play.  

    20 marks Extract 1 

    20 marks Extract 2 

                                               40 marks in total. 20% of the GCSE 

 

Year 10 will begin with exploring their set text ‘Blood Brothers’. In the Spring we complete their Component 2 

which involves a devised performance alongside a devising log. In the final term we will review live theatre and the 

roles and responsibilities within the theatre in preparation for Component 1. 

  

Year 11 will begin with revising Component 1. We then rehearse and perform extracts from a play to an examiner 

for Component 3.  In the summer term we will revise all the elements of the written exam (component 1-Roles 

and responsibilities of the theatre maker, exploration of a play text and response to live theatre performance. 

Students sit the written exam (Component 1) in the summer term. There will be both practical (rehearsals) and 

revision sessions (group and 1-1) for all three components after school throughout the whole GCSE process. 


