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After the hectic few past years with the pandemic, followed by the conflict between Russia and 

Ukraine, it is good to know that there are positives 

in the world - one of which is new books! The long 

running series, Warrior Cats, which started with 

Into the Wild, in January 2003 and now, nineteen 

years later, is still running. We are currently getting 

ready for the newest instalment, which will mark 

the eighth arc, A Starless Clan, and will be out at 

the beginning of April.  

 

Most long-term fans often feel slightly cheated over 

the fact we have had six arcs with ThunderClan 

cats as main point of 

view characters, three 

with ShadowClan cats 

and, although SkyClan 

has only been established in the lake territories for roughly three 

arcs, even they have more point of view (POV) characters than 

RiverClan and WindClan. Whilst many WindClan warriors have 

super editions and novellas, RiverClan is hugely under-represented 

in both the main series and the stand-alone. 

 

 In River, the book features three main POV character: Frostpaw of 

RiverClan who is a medicine cat apprentice; Flamepaw from 

ThunderClan, who is a descendant of the legendary FireStar; and 

SunBeam of Shadowclan, who is a full warrior with a mate. Although 

the book has yet to come out, an exclusive preview of the book on 

The Warrior Cats’ Hub reveals the first three chapters (one from 

each cat) as well as the cover, the blurb and the title. 

 

The first chapter in the preview is from Flamepaw’s POV. It gives us 

a glimpse into the warriors’ discussion of the possible changes to 

the warrior code, such as getting rid of the leader, as well as 

Flamepaw failing his warrior assessment. The second chapter is in 

Frostpaw’s point of view showing her becoming a medicine cat at 

the Moonpool; and finally, the last focussing on Sunbeam and Lightleap on a hunting patrol. 

 



Since the release of the title and the blurb, the readers have been speculating what the plot 

might entail. So far, it is obvious there must be some changes to the warrior code after the 

events of the broken code arc, but with these new changes there will come different problems. 

In the first chapter, the senior warriors such as IvyPool and BumbleStripe discuss the possible 

changes the leaders have been considering, such as getting rid of a leader or changing leaders 

often. It is clear from the first few sentences that the themes will be very controversial and there 

will be plenty of disagreements between the 

cats. The prologue too hints at changing the 

rules of relationships between cats of different 

clans, or “forbidden” relationships. It seems 

quite likely that we will see RootSpring, from 

the previous arc taking a leading role in the 

new books because of his relationship with 

Bristlefrost. This may help the new POV 

characters throughout the newer books. 

 

Since the beginning of Into the Wild, the cats 

have been extremely protective of their 

traditions, going as far as making Fireheart 

look after YellowFang for a moon. Therefore, it 

is interesting to see how they will adjust to 

changing the laws they had for aeons, as well as repairing the damage from a light in the mist. 

 

Although new books come with the possibilities of 

repeated plots, mistakes with character names and 

lazy writing, the excitement of a new adventure 

with the clans and seeing our favourite characters 

again outweighs any worries about the authors not 

doing our beloved characters justice. I am sure 

every fan has their fingers crossed and calendars 

marked for 5th April. 
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